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ARVILLE CASTLE. 


HISTORICAL ROMANCE. 


IN TWO VOLUMES. 


While fancy roams in fiction's various paths, 
To cheer awhile the solitary hour; 

Let none forget, numberless truths abound, 
To raise the soft compassion of the soul; 

To try our sensibility's full stretch; 

And rouse philanthropy to act its part. 


— — 
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ARVILLE CASTLE. 


AN HISTORICAL ROMANCE. 


Cities of men, with lofty gates and towers, 

Concourſe in arms, fierce faces, threat'ning war, 

Part wield their arms, part curb the foaming ſteed, 

Single, or in array of battle rang'd, | 
| Both horſe and foot : 

For in thoſe days Might only was admir'd, 

And Valour and hervic Vixtue called 

To overcome in battle, and ſubdue. 

— Mizrow., 


— 

ARON ARVILLE, in an ancient 
manor, in the Weſt of England, | 

and whoſe anceſtors had been in poſ- 
ſeſſion thereof time immemorial, mar. 
ried early in life a moſt amiable lady, 
vol. I. » - www 
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daughter of the lord of the next ma- 
nor, by name Redwall, and who was 
mother to four as amiable children, 
two ſons and two daughters. The 
elder ſon was Eldred, the ſecond Ed- 
in; the elder daughter Iſabella, the 
younger, Ellen. The times were thoſe 
of the firſt century, when Boadicea 

headed a conſiderable army againſt the 
Romans, commanded by the General 
Suetonius. The Baron Arville, who 
had in his youth been a prodigy in the 
field of battle, as well as (in thoſe days 
of leſs refinement than the preſent) an 
example of conjugal love and paternal 
affection, was urged by duty to Boa- 
dicia, as well as inclination, to pur- 

ſue her fortunes againſt the common 
enemy. He imparted his intentions 
to his wife and children: in vain were 
the affectionate remonſtrances of his 


ARVILLE CASTLE. 3 


charming daughters. His ſons were 
actuated by the ſame heroic ardour ; 
but objects of a tender nature repelled 
in part their defires. Edwin had 
formed an attachment with the lovely 
grand-daughter of the Baron Redwall, 
his coufin, and, for ſome months, they 
had been united by a Druid, unknown 
to any of either family ; for though 
the brothers had the ſincereſt affection 
for each other, they knew not that ei- 
ther was bound by ties of love; yet 
both were nearly in the ſame ſituation. 
Eldred. had indeed not intirely ſe- 
cured his beauteous prize ; he had not 
thought of ſo quickly leaving what he 
termed his future happineſs : but no 
ſooner had his father acquainted him 
with his determination, than he be- 
came equally at a loſs how to accom- 
pliſh the one, or ſhow a willingneſs, 
with which he was unacquainted, for 

B 2 the 
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the other ; yet dared not ſhrink from 
his two-fold duty, to his father, and 


his country. Edwin and Ellen were 


the avowed favourites of each other. 
Edwin proved his confidence in his 
ſiſter, by making her acquainted with 
his marriage. She knew not how to 
adviſe him. Baron Arville had other 


views. He wiſhed to aggrandize his 


ſon; and Alice had no fortune: her 
mother died early, and her father mar- 
rying a ſecond time, had a ſon who 
was deſtined to inherit all his father's 
fortune. Alice was natural perfec- 
tion; was beautiful, and tranſcend. 
ently innocent. The youthful Edwin 
had imperceptibly won her affections 
even before ſhe knew the name of 
love. Edwin now ſaw his error, but 
did not repent; he opened his heart 
to his ſiſter. She would aſſiſt, but 
could not deviſe the means. The caſe 
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of Alice was delicate ; ſhe was about 
to make Edwin a father. Nothing but 
an elopentent from her father's houſe, 
and being concealed by Ellen could at 
preſent be thought of. It was there 
fore determined, that after the Baron 
and his ſons had left the caſtle, Alice 
and a young female were to be admit- 
ted to an unfrequented part of the 
ſpacious caſtle, made as comfortable 
as poſſible for privacy, by Ellen, who, 
as ſoon as the firſt paroxyſm of grief 
was over, gently informed her mo- 
ther and ſiſter of the inmates which 
were under her roof. Their gentle 
boſoms were far from upbraiding El- 
len, and they loved Alice for the ſake 
of Edwin. But the Baron Redwall's 
ſon, on finding the elopement of his 
daughter, gladly took the reſolution 
of ſhutting his heart and doors for 
ever from the lovely Alice; his in- 

B 3 quiries 
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quiries were few, if any; and if any 
ſtimulative of vengeance were want- 


ing, the wife of Redwall had an inex- 


hauſtible ftore. Eldred was leſs hap- 
py than Edwin; his treaſure indeed 
was in the hands of parents good and 
worthy, but they were his father's vaf- 
fals. Edith was young, amiable, and 


lovely, and loved Eldred for himſelf. 


alone, but would not conſent to a pri- 
vate marriage to mar the Baron of 
Arville's hope in the perſon of his 
eldeſt ſon. She vowed eternal con- 
ſtancy, unleſs ſhe ſaw him united to 


another. With theſe hopes and fears 


he however boldly met the enemy in 
the field of battle; mean time Alice, 
with the mother and ſiſters of her be- 
loved Edwin, ſpent the time in pray- 
ing for their ſucceſs and ſpeedy re- 
turn from the field of carnage; but, 
alas, thoſe days were not in their 

power! 2 
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power! and Alice brought a ſon to 
the unſpeakable joy of thoſe amiable 
women, whoſe attention and care, for 
thoſe dear relations in the field, was 
much divided with the lovely ſtranger. 
Months rolled on; the horrors of war 


were many; but they being inhabi- 
kants of the caſtle, were frequently in- 
formed of the fafety of thoſe ſo dear 


to them, till the fatal battle, where 
Boadicea was repulſed, when the 
dreadful news of father, and ſons be- 
ing among the ſlain, were forwarded 
to Arville Caſtle. Then it was that 
their hopes being no more, the amia- 
ble inhabitants of the caſtle became a 


prey to grief, neither being able to 


conſole the others. Young Edwin, 
for ſo was the infant named, was the 
only joyful inhabitant. His infan- 


tine ſmiles were even, if poſſible, an 


addition to their deſpair. They ſaw 
B 4 „„ 
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in him, indeed, a diſtant prop to their 


houſe; but where was the helper of 


his infant years, or the certainty of 
being preſerved in times ſo dreadful 


to the barons, under the hands of their 
inhuman conquerors? It were hard 
to decide whether the grandmorher, 


mother, or aunts were moſt intereſted 
in the cauſe of helpleſs innocence. 
Certain it is, he was poſſeſſed of all 
their united affections. But not long 


were they permitted even this ſmall 


conſolation ; for the Romans had con- 
quered, were ſtill conquering. Boa- 
dicea had indeed ſet them a pattern of 
barbarity, to revenge her wrongs, that 


coſt the enemy ſeventy thouſand men ; 


her diſappointment, however, at laſt 
made her commit the dreadful act of 
ſuicide. Suetonius was of a moſt 


ſanguinary nature; and after the de- 


feat of the Britons, devaſtated every 
manor, 
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manor, town, and village ; the ancient 
periſhing by the ſword, the young by 
the moſt ſhocking of all human cala- 
mities; their men either killed or 
made priſoners, left no hope for the 
wretched females of thoſe days ; their 
rank or birth were to them of no avall ; 
all, all fell victims to the mercileſs rage 
of their barbarous conquerors. Alas, 
Alice, and her child were ſoon to be 
deprived of the comfort of thoſe dear 
and amiable relatives! A band of 
Romans encompaſſed the caſtle of 
Arville! An ancient domeſtic was 
alone acquainted with a ſubterraneous 
cavern, which none but the Baron 
and himſelf had ever explored. He 
flew to his. ladies, and with the ut- 
moſt impatience and horror dragged 
them with him, and ſecured the vaulted 
receſs. Their aſtoniſhment and grief 
were inexpreflible when they found 


r P 
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themſelves cut off from the fociety of 
their beloved Alice and her helpleſs 
infant. In vain they intreated the aſ- 
ſiſtance of Leonard to return, and 
bring them to the cavern; he aſſured 
them, that it was impoſſible ; ſince 
the armed Romans were already in 
poſſeſſion of the caſtle before he ſo for- 
tunately procured their ſafety ; had 
Alice been on that ſide of the caſtle, 
he had preſerved her too; but ſhe was 
walking with her child on the ter- 
race, bemoaning the fate of her Ed- 
win—a party of the enemy approached 
her, and with favage ferocity, ſeized 
and would have rudely treated her, 
had not Julius, a noble Roman, ſtep- 
ped between to her relief: he ſaw, he 
loved, and pitied beauty, virtue, and 
innocence in diſtreſs : he ordered his 
band to unhand, and leave her to 
himſelf. Alice fell on her knees, and 

| intreated 
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intreated his mercy for herſelf and fel. 
low ſufferers. He ſaw none but her- 
felf ; he was moved, and aſſured her 
he would make enquiries concern- 
ing them. He conducted her to a 
chamber, and ſet a truſty guard at the 
door, while he traverſed, and enquired 
in vain for the unhappy fugitives. 
Not a ſervant could inform him, but 
were equally anxious for their fate; 
and a general ſearch after them com- 
menced from every quarter. Julius, 
the noble Julius, returned to Alice, 
who was waiting in fearful expecta- 
tion ; his return, however, added to 
her grief, already unutterable. In vain 
did Julius proteſt his bands knew not 
of them, in vain endeavoured to ſooth 
her diſtracted mind ; but it was of no 
avail : a defpair, bordering on mad- 
neſs, ſeized her; and ſhe ſuffered her 
infant to be removed, without ſhow- 
B 6 ing 
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ing any mark of affection towards 
him. The night was dreadful, and 


the returning day obliged them to 


treat her as a maniac; ſhe, in truth, 
was one; Julius himſelf attended her 


with the moſt unremitting ſolicitude, 


and ſeemed abſorbed in ſorrow at the 
calamities which war had inflicted on 
the unhappy houſe of Arville. Seve- 


ral days elapſed, and Alice aſked not 
for her child. She ſung indeed of Ed- 


win Arville, and ſeemed frequently to 
converſe with him, for hours, in the 
tendereſt language. Julius had learnt 


the carnage that had happened; and 


was really at a loſs how to aſſuage or 
compoſe ſuch aggravated grief; his 
heart was intereſted in the. fate of 
Alice; and could he have reſtored her 
female friends, he would have counted 
it the happieſt hour of his life: but 


to 
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to his country obliged him to leave 
this caſtle a prey to grief and love, 
after having made every effort for its 
preſervation and protection. Alice 
had no intervals of reaſon; and 
months rolled on in this ſtate of com- 
plicated miſery. Young Edwin in- 

deed grew, and a criſis was earneſtly 
anticipated that might once more in- 
troduce him to his mother, and reſtore 
her to her intellects, alas! alſo to an 
inceſſant cauſe for ſorrow. 


CHAP. - 


CHAP. n. 
In vain the Muſe would whiſper fome relief 
To calm the ſtrong invaſion of their grief. 
What conſolation from a Muſe can flow, 
That feels the anguiſh of ſuch ſoeial woe? 
When fo much virtue is fo ſoon remov'd, 
When none ſucceeds, ev'n could they be belov'd; 
What conſcious eye can now refuſe a tear 
To ſuch fad deaths that coſt thoſe friends fo dear? 
1 Prox. 


W. leave the miſerable Alice, and 
return to the fubterraneous cavern, 
where the unhappy mother, and her 
two daughters, whoſe grief was aug- 
mented by the uncertain fate of Alice, 
and her ſon; for though Leonard had 
ventured from a diſtant part of the re- 
2 he had never been fortunate 
enough 
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enough to ſee any domeſtic belonging 
to the caſtle. All the information he 
obtained was that of the Romans be- 
ing in poſſeſſion, and keeping a kind 
of garriſon; it was with difficulty, 
therefore, that Leonard procured the 
neceſſaries of life, for the voluntary 
priſoners, not daring to make them- 
felves known, leſt deſtruction ſhould 
attend the diſcovery, and which in- 
deed would have been certain, had 
any one but Julius been the conque- 
ror. They perhaps would have borne 
their lot without repining, had Alice, 
and the young Edwin been of the ſo- 
litary party ; but the thoughts of their 
death, or perhaps what was ſtill worſe, 
their ſufferings, corroded their lives 
with conſtant wretchedneſs and woe. 
Their proviſions were ſmall, and 
coarſe; at that they repined not : their 
clothing. was become almoſt filthy, 
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and they had no change: money they 
had none; nor one inſtrument to ſooth 
their miſery, or charm their care; not 
one book tor paſs away the gloomy 
moment : time hung heavy on their 
hands; and though calculated by na- 
ture, as well as education, for refined 
converſation, yet converſation had loſt 
its charms: their thoughts were all 
ingroſſed by their melancholy loſſes, 
and the world was to them a perfect 
void : their hours were ſpent in weep- 
ing; and they were not able to con- 
ſole each other. Leonard was em 

ployed in watching his opportunities 
to pick the fruits, near the receſs, 
which was their principal ſuſtenance; 
and the approaching winter had a 
thouſand additional horrors in per- 
fpective. Often would Iſabella and 
Elten endeavour to perſuade their mo- 
ther to venture on the world, and the 
bene vo- 
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benevolence of its inhabitants : in vain 


were their united prayers and tears. 


«© Go,” ſhe would fay, © my beloved 
« children; go, and ſeek that happi- 
* neſs which my age would not per- 
« mit me to partake even were it 
* found, and would bur prolong a 
e life devoted to mifery! Have I 


* not loſt my huſband, the friend of 


« my youth; and my fons, which, if 


© ſpared, had been props to my houſe 


« and age, and your protectors? but 
c fince Heaven has removed them 
* from us, you muſt rely on its om- 
©. nipotent arm, which will protect 
* the virtuous. Go, in that ſtrength, 
te and leave me alſo to its care. Con- 
« ceal your family and birth, leſt it 
*« ſhould affect your perſonal ſafety, 
“ and I ſhould thence be bereaved of 
« you. Endeavour to learn the fate 
«* of our beloved Alice, and her help- 

- 
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« leſs Edwin, that now is the only 
« hope of comfort left ; to hear they 
« are well, or gone to their loſt, their 
c hapleſs Edwin; there is my hope, 
« and I truſt ſhortly to meet them, to 
* part no more.” The ſiſters were in 
filent tears during this affectionate 
mother's expreſſing her hopes and 
wiſhes: the ſenſations of both were 
indeed different: Iſabella determined 
to ſhare her mother's fate, wherever 
it might be caſt; while Ellen, though 
not leſs in filial love, heard her mo- 
ther's mention of their departure with 
mingled grief and pleaſure ; ſhe en- 
tertained hopes of Alice being reſtored 
with young Edwin to them, -and one 
of a ſtill tenderer nature lay as near 


her heart. Young Raymond had, pre- 


vious to the Baron Arville and his 
ſons departure, made a viſit to the 
caſtle, and went with them to ſhare 

their 
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their fortunes: he was an only ſon of 
an ancient houſe, whoſe father had 
bled in his country's cauſe, and his 
houſe was deſpoiled; his mother he 
knew not of, and therefore had. few 
hopes but what he could attain by 
military valour: he ſaw Ellen, and 
ſeeing loved; but prudence forbad him 
to make known his ardent wiſhes. 
Ellen had too much penetration not to 
ſee the ſituation of his heart ; his be- 


haviour indeed was reſtrained, but 


tender. She could not meet his eyes 
without that ſecret intelligence that 
communicates more than words when 


ſouls are in uniſon. It was ſo. The 


young and beautiful Ellen was all Ray- 
mond could have wiſhed, had he im- 
parted his love to her ; he too ſaw her 


predilection in his favour; and this 


ſpurred him on to glorious atchieve- 


ments: he fought at the fide of the 


Baron 
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Baron Arville, and twice ſaved his 
life ; though at the fatal period of it 
he had flown to aſſiſt the ſons, who 
were in the moſt imminent danger, 
had flain three Romans in their de- 
fence, and was deſperately wounded 
by a fourth, and, for his valour, was 
made a priſoner. This youth it was 
for whom Ellen was willing to leave 
her lonely receſs. She did not indeed 
inform her mother and ſiſter of this 
part of her intentions ; but told them 
ſhe would venture on the world in the 
Character of a peaſant, and endeavour 
to alleviate, if poſſible, their many 
wants and neceſſities, which began to 
be ſeverely felt by all. Ellen's pre- 
parations were very ſmall, except that 
of the advice and directions of her 
mother and ſiſter, and the conſola- 
tions ſhe endeavoured to ſooth them 
with, to make leſs keen the edge of 
her departure. Two days they allot- 

ted 
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ted to ſpend longer together; and on 
the third, Leonard, with a heavy 
heart, had procured her a peaſant's 
dreſs, the beſt, indeed, his means ad- 
mitted, and with many tears and 
heart-rending ſighs, this amiable, but 
_ unhappy trio parted, fearing to meet 
no more. Ellen's fpirits and hopes, 
aided by a natural vivacity, however, 
made her the leaſt unhappy ; but her 
filial tenderneſs was viſible in leaving 
her beloved mother and ſiſter in ſo 
miſerable a ſituation: however her re- 
ſolution was now fixed, and ſhe tore 
herſelf from them. Leonard, attend- 
ing her to the next domain, commit- 
ted her to the care of that Almighty 
Protector, who never leaves nor for- 
fakes thoſe that rely on him. 


ELLEN travelled on with all the 
ſpeed ſhe was capable of, and night 
began to appear ere ſhe had met with 

the 
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the eye of mortal. She fat herſelf 


down weary and hungry at the foot of _ 


a large oak, whoſe venerable branches 
afforded her a noble canopy, and on 
which, if poſſible, ſhe determined to 
reſt that night. She began to try her 
Kill at climbing, and with great dif- 
ficulty, after a cooling draught of a 
limped ftream that flowed near her 
ſhelter, accompliſhed her intentions, 


and ſeated herſelf amidſt its benevo- 


lent boughs. Night faſt approached, 
and Ellen was fallen in a ſlumber, 
from which a human voice rouſed 
her ; and ſhe ſoon found, by the fer- 
vency of its expreſſion, that it was di- 
rected to the Supreme Being. Ellen's 
aſtoniſhment was inexpreſſible. It 
was her native language, and it was 
the devotion of a Druid : but did not 
Ellen know, that the whole race of 
them were extirpated by the cruel 


Romans, when her father's houſe was ; 
-- un 
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cut off from ſocjety? She liſtened 
with attention ; ſhe would have ſpoke, 


but fear withheld her. Thought ſhe, 


« Am I ſafe? if I venture down, all 
« may be loſt:”” but it was in vain 
ſhe endeavoured to conceal ſome 


heart-rending ſighs, and which were 
eagerly caught by the object of her 


fear, who exclaimed, © Whoever thou 
«« art, diſturbed ſpirit ! I conjure thee, 
„ whether aerial or human, to fear 
not the object before thee. If mor- 
te tal, I may aſſiſt thee ; if otherwiſe, 


*« 1 may, by my holy function, enable 
e thee to reſt in the world of ſpirits.” 


Ellen heard with joy theſe reviving 
ſounds, and anſwered, © I am mortal, 
« butunfortunate, and ſeeking a place 
to reſt this night, aſcended this tree 
« to protect me from noxious ani- 
« mals, or the more ſavage Romans. 
J accept your offered aſſiſtance, and 


« claim 


Wh haves. - 
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* claim your protection.“ As ſhe ſaid 
this ſhe deſcended; and by the faint 
light of the now riſing moon diſcover- 
ed a venerable Druid, who embraced 
her with parental affection, and led her 
to his retreat, which was a ſubterra- 
neous cave, ſituate beneath that tree 
Ellen had ſo fortunately choſen for her 
night's reſidence. A cavity juſt ad- 
mitted them one at a time, and was ſo 


concealed by nature in its folds, that 


it appeared but as a worn hollow in 
the trunk. They deſcended ſeveral 
ſteps formed in the root, which 
brought them to a cavern about thirty 
or forty feet in width, and nearly as 
broad; a lamp was ſuſpended in the 
middle of its roof, and a bed of leaves 


preſented itſelf at one corner. A piece 


of rough oak was ſufficient for two to 


fit on, and another piece ſerved as a 
table. The Druid placed Ellen, and 


vel. . haſtened 
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haſtened to give of thoſe refreſhments 


he had, which were a ſhell of milk, 


and ſome nuts freſh gathered from the 
trees of the wood which Ellen had 
paſſed, but not obſerved: She ate 
with eagerneſs, and was debating 
ſtrongly with herfelf, whether ſhe 
ſhould diſcover her family and ſex to 
her venerable hoſt, or not. He ſaw a 
conflict, and tenderly aſked her the 


cauſe. Ellen was unequal to decep- 


tion, and determined to conceal no- 


thing from him. He liſtened with at- 


tention, and ſeemed loft in thought- 
ful ſorrow on finding his protogee of 
the ſofter ſex : (Ellen too obſerved it.) 
He was well aware of the difficulties 
ſhe had to encounter, and of the im- 
propriety of her continuance with him: 
he heard her however without inter- 
ruption, and was much affected with 
her recital. When ſhe had cloſed her 

ſtory 
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ſtory to the moment in which he had 
heard her ſighs and ſhe his devotion, 


he informed her, that he believed 


himſelf the only one of his order that 


had eſcaped the ſavage brutality of the 


Romans, who cauſed them to be 
thrown into the fires prepared for 
their ſacrifices, when victory had 
crowned their battles; ſome few in- 
deed eſcaped to Ireland, and the He- 


brides; but this venerable father 


alone, it was believed, had ſecured a 
retreat in his native land. He, per- 
haps, was favoured by Heaven in a 
particular manner. He was of an or- 
der that could not rejoice to ſhed 
human blood. His ideas of the Su- 
preme Being were more enlarged and 
refined, than he was allowed by his 
brethren to propagate, eſpecially a 
part of it, which declared ſuicide no 
crime. His manners were mild ; he 

C3. was 


. * 
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was meek, benevolent, and humble; 
and himſelf and Ellen enjoyed an even- 
ing's converſation, chaſte, pure, and 


edifying. He adviſed her as to the 


track ſhe ſhould purſue, and ſtrongly 
urged her ſtill to conceal her ſex ; he 
aſſiſted her with a few neceffaries, 


and in the morning accompanied 


her to the verge of the wood, where 


they took an affectionate leave of 


each other; Ellen noticing the wood 
and tree where ſhe had found ſo 
worthy and unexpected an hoſt, and 
promiſing, if poſſible, to inform the 
Druid of her future adventure, ſhe 
took the name of Leod, and travel- 
ling round a large circuit, came near 
her paternal manſion, which was now 
converted into a ſtrong garriſon. She 
ſought in vain to find ſome of the 
vaſſals or tenantry, but nothing was 
to be ſeen except Romans. She ſpent 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral days and nights in this ſor- 
rowful and filent enquiry, lodging 
in the trees which commanded a 
view of Arville Caſtle. She was at 
length, by break of day, one morning, 
alarmed by the ſound of many horſes 
trampling, and beheid the Roman 
General, with a large train, approach 
and enter the houſe of her father ; 
great joy ſeemed to reign at his ar- 
rival, which almoft burſt the heart- 
ſtrings of the lovely but unfortunate 
Ellen, who now gave up all thoughts 
of the helpleſs Alice, and her infant 
Edwin. She turned from the mourn- 
ful ſcene, and purſued her journey 
ſhe knew not whither. 


C9 CHAP, 


CHAP. III. 


What heart of rock could long dry-eyed behold 
Such moaping melancholy, and moon-ſtruck 
madneſs? : 
Compaſſion quelled his beſt of man, and gave 
Him up to tear 
Till firmer thoughts reſtrained exceſs. 


M1LToON. 


W. will now accompany the noble 
Roman Julius, in his return to the 
caſtle of Arville, with anxious enqui- 
ries after the unhappy maniac. He 
flew to the apartment of Alice; ſhe 
knew him not, but was extravagantly 
ſinging a ſong on the wars; and re- 
peatedly aſking her Edwin, if he ſaw 
«« ſuch a part of the battle as ſhe de- 
C4 tc ſcribed.” 
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_« ſcribed.” Julius could, although 


knowing her ſituation, ſcarce avoid a 
minute ſearch to ſee if Edwin was not 
really there. He ſpoke in gentleſt 
language to her. She called him Ray- 


mond. Did you,” fays ſhe, * ſee 


„ my father and brother fall in the 


«© battle? Why did you not aſſiſt 
e Edwin to ſuccour them? It is you, 


“] ſuppoſe, have murdered the mo- 


e ther and ſiſters of my lord; he will 


e revenge their deaths; fo, Raymond, 
e take care, Edwin will be here 
e ſpeedily, and I like you too well to 


i ſee you tall by his hand.“ This, 


and ſuch like, was all that Julius could 
gather, this all the encouragement he 
met for unabated love like his. He 


would have foregone his country to 
have procured her the friends ſhe ſo 
lamented, But * corroded his 
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heart, when he thought her attach- 
ment to Edwin was like for ever to 
exclude a ſecond love ; he admired her 
conſtancy, as he adored her perſon ; 
and left her awhile to enquire after her 
child. He found him, blooming as 
the vernal months ; his beauties juſt 
as opening to a fond parent's eye ; his 
liſping tongue and fondling actions 
endeared him to the Roman General, 
and he taught him the name of father. 


« I will be a father to him; I will be 


a huſband to his mother, ſhould ſhe, 
in moments of reaſon, even reject 
*« my ſuit,” ſaid he, while the big 
tear ſtole down his manly cheek. 
Young Edwin, during the refidence of 
Julius at Arville Caſtle, was his only 
companion. He viſited Alice often, 


and was as often miſtook for Ray- 


mond, and received her advice. to 
quit her preſence, leſt the ſuppoſed 
::- 0 Edwi:: 
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Edwin ſhould find him, and reek his 
vengeance for his loſt relatives. He 

was uneaſy about this Raymond ; he 
fancied a lurking love was ſmothered, 
which made her want him to avoid 
Edwin. © I am,“ faid he, « ſtill 
* more miſerable ſhould ſhe love 
another, and it is duty only that at- 
e taches her to Fdwin.” He flaid a 
few days at Arville Caftle; and then 
finding his happineſs decreaſe, deter- 
mined to leave it, in order to make 
more particular enquiries after its late 
owners, and if poſſible: diſcover the 
perſon of Raymond, if he yet lived. 
He took an affectionate leave of young 
Edwin, and recommended .him and 
his mother to the care of ſome truſty 
domeſtics, with particular injunctions, 
if. they ſaw a moment of returning 
reafon to preſent Edwin to her fight; 
he _ tor the happieſt effects from 
it x 
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it ; and fondly anticipated the moment 
of its arrival. He left Arville Caſtle, 
and proceeded to enquire of, and ex- 
amine all the priſonexs that had fallen 
into the hands of the Romans, and 
fortunately diſcovered among them 
that Raymond, of whom he thought 
himſelf in danger of being rivalled. 
He was ſtruck with the dignity of his 
perſon, and determined not to be too 
raſh in the conjecture he had formed. 
He ordered the maſſy chains to be 
taken from him, . himſelf aided in re- 
leaſing the noble youth from thoſe 
marks of bondage; he invited him to 
his table, which Raymond accepted 
with gratitude, and their repaſt was 
aſſiſted by reaſon and ſentiment. Ju- 
IJ lius enquired thoſe particulars which 
1 lay near his heart, but did not diſ- 


cloſe his knowledge of Alice. He 
could diſcover however nothing in 


4 . C 6 Raymond 
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Raymond to corroborate the ſuſpicion 


he had formed, and generouſly offered 
the youth his friendſhip. Raymond 
accepted the offered boon; and in re- 
turn made Julius happy by the de- 


claration of his paſſion for the lovely _ 


Ellen, whoſe loſs he fincerely de- 
plored. Julius lamented his inability 
to acquaint him with the fate of thoſe 
whoſe preſervation would have been 
ſo dear to either of them ; but Julius 
could not yet give up Alice, nor her 
retreat. He was pleaſed with his new 
friend ; and in compliance with his 
_ requeſt releaſed all the priſoners in his 
power,. who ſwore fealty to the Ro- 
man government. Raymond uſed 
every enquiry after his loſt friends, 
but could get no ſatisfactory account, 
only of the death of thoſe for whom 
he had ſo-nobly fought. The Baroneſs 
Arville and her two daughters were 

Le ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed to have fallen victims to the 
rage of war and its train of evils, fince 
no poſſible means had been left un- 
tried for their diſcovery. Julius made 
Raymond a Chief of a Roman Legion ; 
and he was diſpatched by him to 
Rome, for orders from the Emperor ; 
his behaviour and fidelity procured 
him the eſteem of all, and he might 
be truly called a mediator between the 
Britons and Romans. 


CHAP. IV. 


Dark was the night, it was the hour 
When terror reigns in fulleſt power; 
When, as the learn'd of old have ſaid, 
The yawning grave gives up her dead; 
When murder, rapine by her ſide, 
Stalks o'er the earth with giant ſtride. 
_— whilſt fears her boſom can, 

c HURCHILL'S Ghoſt. 


1. the mean time the unhappy ba- 
roneſs and Iſabella were deeply de- 
ploring their treble loſſes, and trem- 
bling for the fate of Ellen. Leonard 
made frequent excurſions to the caſ- 
tle, bur ſtill found it ſtrongly garri- 
foned. The winter had fat in, and 
their ſtate was that of miſery and want 

unutter- 
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unutterable. The faithful, but equal- © 
ly unfortunate, Leonard had one night 
laid himſelf on a bed of leaves to caſe 
his woe-worn frame, for it could not 
be ſaid to fleep, at a diftant part of 
the receſs, when he was ſurpriſed by 
an appearance or figure of a man 
gently gliding along the cave with a 
lantern. He ſtartled, not through 
fear, but leaſt they were diſcovered. 
He gently roſe, and followed, and 
fortunately-it bent its way contrary to 
that where the unhappy ladies were in 
vain ſeeking repoſe. The man, for 
Leonard now perceived it was one, 
feated himſelf on a clump of wood, 
and putting down his lantern, fer- 
vently implored the divine protec- 
tion till he ſhould be taken from 
this land of trouble; but who can 
paint, or expreſs the aſtoniſhment of 
Leonard at recognizing the perſon of 
1 the 
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the Baron Arville? his ſenſes gave 
way, and as he offered to approach 

him, fell to the ground, to all ap- 
pearance, lifeleſs. The fall rouſed the 
baron from his meditations ; he 
ſprang with his lantern to view the 
occaſion of this interruption, and with 
joy inexpreſſible, found his faithful 
ſervant; a cordial he had in his pocket 
ſoon reſtored him to life and joy; the 
baron augured the moſt happy conſe- 
quences at finding the cavern with an 
inhabitant, and ſcarcely found breath 

to aſk after his wife and daughters; 

his ſatisfaction was ſoon complete to 

hear they had eſcaped the general car- 
nage, and all his wiſhes were to em- 

brace them. Leonard prayed him to 
take ſome reſt, and not to alarm them 

by his ſudden appearance, whom they 

had ſo long ago mourned as dead. The 

baron complied, and he led him to 

his 
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his leafy couch, where they talked 
away the hours till the uſual time of - 


meeting. The baronefs and Iſabella: 
were much ſurpriſed at the altered 


and chearful looks of Leonard, who 


of late had been uncommonly gloomy, 
which aroſe from his inability to pro- 
cure the common neceſſaries of life, 
of which they ſtood in ſo much need, 
that the baroneſs rather, and uncom- 
monly with her, peeviſhly obſerved 
it; Leonard felt it, and exclaimed; 
« My honoured and beloved lady, you 
« would not have found my looks al- 
« tered, unleſs an happineſs had pre- 
« ſented itſelf, in which you will be 


able ta take a large ſhare ; I cannot 


« declare the joy I feel in being the 
« bearer of news that is ſo great, ſo 


good, ſo unexpected.” Alas,“ re- 


plied the baroneſs, the news: muſt 


© be of an uncommon nature that can 
cc give 


cc 
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« give me happineſs. My lord and 
&© ſons are numbered with the dead; I 
et am-bereaved of my daughter Ellen, 
© who is a wandering fugitive; my 


* equally dear to me, perhaps pining 
tt in miſery and want, perhaps, with 
* my beloved family, in the quiet 
* abodes of the grave! would to 

3 © Heaven, I were affured of it; it 
© would take a heavy load from my 

3 © overburdened boſom!” Leonard 
anſwered, Lady the ways of Hea- 
© ven are intricate, and myſterious, 
“ and paſt the power of mortal man 
e to fathom : but the news I have to 
«© communicate is what will, nay muſt 
e glad your heart, notwithſtanding all 
** your diſmal, though not without 
*« reaſon, juſt forebodings.” Iſabella, 
who had been a filent obſerver, now 
fpoke; © IsEllen returned; and has ſhe 
„ 


* young Edwin and his mother Alice, 
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* found our fiſter Alice, and Edwin? 1 
* No, my loved lady! it is not fo; but al 
« we are not without hope it yet may 


© be; it is even better than that, 
though that would glad our hearts 
with infinite joy.” *© Speak plain- 
ly,“ faid the baroneſs. I fear,” 
faid Leonard, ** leaſt the joy I bring 
« ſhould be productive of evil. Com- 
« poſe yourſelves; and tell me, ſhould 
*« one riſe from the dead, can you 
« bear with fortitude the happy meet- 
* ing?” The ladies could hear no 
more; they fell on the neck of Leo- 
nard, imploring an explanation ſo in- 
tereſting to their feelings. The Ba- 
ron Arville, who had been an ob- 
ferver of this ſcene and converſation, 
was no leſs agitated than his wife and 
daughter; he approached them, ſay- 
ing, © Behold, my love, my wife, my 

« Iſabella, your long loſt huſband 
cc and 
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* and father l They both faw him 
and became inſtantly ſenſeleſs ; but 
the care of the baron, his ardent em- 
braces, equally beſtowed, and a few 
drops of the renovating cordial aſ- 
ſured them, that the baron lived, and 
called their wandering functions back 
to life and joy unutterable. What 
ſcene could be more intereſting ? what 
pen or words deſcribe it? it may be 
conceived, but not expreſſed. The 
ladies were eager to know the hiſtory 
of the baron, after his departure ; the 
baron as eager to know who was meant 
dy Alice and Edwin: but Leonard en- 
treating them to defer the explanation 
till they had taken their homely and 
ſcanty meal, they obeyed the defires of 
their valuable friend and ſervant. The 
baron was much affected at the ex- 
treme poverty of their repaſt, but the 
ladies declared it the moſt delicious 

they 


46 
they had ever partaken. It being 
ended, and having returned thanks to 
the Author of their being for their 
preſent refreſhment, exiſtence, and 
happineſs, they proceeded to enquire 
of each party their narration. The 
ladies acquainted him, in few words, 
with theirs, and ſatisfied him with re- 
ſpect to Alice and Edwin. He de- 
plored their fate with them, and de- 
termined to rifk himſelf, if poſhble, 
to learn their fate ; but of that he ſaid 
nothing. He then began to inform 
them of his ſufferings ſince he left his 
caſtle; told them the battle had been 
deſperately fought, and that young 
Raymond continued with great va- 
lour long at his fide; and not only 
preferved him twice, but left him to 
aſſiſt his ſons Eldred and Edwin; that 
he feared he fell with them, as he ne- 
ver more heard of him, or them; 

: _ himſelf 
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Himſelf was caſt among the ſlain, and 


many hours paſſed in which he was 
inſenſible ; till midnight was he in 
this fituation, when he was rouſed 
from his ſtupor to a full ſenſe of pain 
and extreme miſery, by the attention 
of a young man and woman, who 
bound up, as well as they were able, 
his wounds, and betwixt them con- 
veyed him from among that ſcene of 
blood and ſlaughter ; they procured a 
mule, which they laid him on, and 
by as gentle means as they could uſe, 
carried him many miles to a cottage ; 
a diſlocation which had happened 
to one of his legs, added to many 
wounds, required much care and time 
to reinſtate him; but one of the un- 
fortunate Druids, who had-eſcaped the 
general carnage, and was concealed in 
this cottage, greatly aſſiſted his re- 
covery ; when he had come ſufficiently 

| to 
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to himſelf, he recognized a fon and 
daughter of one of his own vaſſals; 
the cottage was not theirs, but be- 
| longed to a diſtant relation, of whom 
they intreated its uſe for the unfor- 
tunate Baron Arville; here he met all 
that genuine, though rude hoſpitality, 
that in all ages was the characteriſtic 
of Britons; its apparent poverty had 
made it unnoticed by the Romans, 
and was in part concealed by its con- 
tiguity to ſome unfrequented moun- 
tains. When he had ſo far recovered 
as to be in a condition to be moved, 
his faithful attendants, who had not 
left him, conveyed him to their own 
cottage on the baron's domains. The 
youth had fought, but efcaped un- 
hurt from battle; he had learnt the 
fate of Arville, and his fons, and with 
his fiſter's aſſiſtance was determined, if 
poſſible, to reſcue their bones from the 
general 
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general heap. Edith, for it was the 
young and charming Edith, with 
joint affection for her brother Leodine, 
and her lover Eldred, had left her 
home, in hopes of being an aſſiſtant 
to their wants, or wounds, if they 
eſcaped with their lives; her filial 
hopes were crowned with ſucceſs, not 
ſo her love; it was however a fund of 
happineſs for the brother and ſifter, 
that they had ſo fortunately been in- 
ſtrumental in ſaving the baron's life; 
they mourned in ſecret the loſs of his 
ſons; but it was the chance of war. 

He faid he long remained concealed 
in this friendly cot, and was ſupplied 
with the neceffaries, though not the 
luxuries of life; that he recovered his 
wounds, but his health declined ; 
through grief for the loſs of ſo charm- 

ing and amiable x family; he had no 
doubt but the female part of it had 
vox. I. D 1 
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fallen victims to the ferocity and bar- 
barity of the Romans ; he little knew 
the heart of Julius, or he would have 
thrown himſelf on his protection; it 
was alone owing to his forbearance 
that even the cottage of Leodine and 
Edith had been ſpared the general de- 
vaſtation. He had long formed the 
defign of viſiting in private this re- 
_ ceſs, but had not the moſt diſtant idea 
of finding in it his beloved baroneſs 
and her amiable daughters. He al- 
moſt adored Leonard for this proof of 
his attachment ; ; and nothing was 
wanting to gompleat his preſent hap- 
pineſs, as far as poverty and wretched- 
neſs would admit, but the preſence of 
his Ellen; he was fearful, on her ac- 
count, leaſt her ſex ſhould be diſco- 
vered, and herſelf fall a prey to ſome 
of thoſe lawleſs raviſhers with which 
Britain now abounded. 3 


CHAP. V. 


See the heroic maid, with ardent zeal, 

Fearleſs of danger, tread the dreadful field 

To find her friends, her love, alas! in vain 
The pious hope, to intomb their dear remains. 


| FRY or rather Leod, in the un- 
known rout ſhe took, traverſed the 
field of battle which had been ſo fatal 
to her houſe. Thouſands of ſlain were 
yet above the ſurface of the earth; 
many in part devoured by the birds 
and animals of prey. Britain then had 
many wolves. But Ellen, fearleſs of 
danger, determined for ſome time to 
make her abode in this land of horror 
and carnage, and if poſſible, find ſome 
WI 3 remains 
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remains of thoſe ſo dear to her. She 
endeavoured to recognize the cloaths 
or armour of thoſe whom in vain ſhe 
fought. She indeed did not wholly loſe 
her labour; for ſhe found many gems 
of intrinſic value. She at firſt turned 
from them with abhorrence. Shall 
« 1,” ſays ſhe, © become a plunderer 
* of the dead? ſhall I traverſe the duſt 
« of my unhappy countrymen and be- 
* loved family with ſuch a view, when 
« my intentions were truly filial, to 
te entomb their dear remains with my 
e own hands? Oh! my father, my 
«© brothers, my Raymond ! would not 
« your ſhades reproach me with im- 
tc piety, to diſturb the dead with 
© ſuch mercenary views? She threw 
from her thoſe gems ſhe had before 
taken, and retired to a tree, where ſhe 
had determined to ſpend her night; 
her wallet, as filled by the Druid, was 

nearly 
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nearly exhauſted, and very little did 
the ſurrounding country produce; a 
few acorns helped to ſupport her ex- 
iſtence, and of water there was no want. 
Sne ſoon fell into a ſlumber, and 
thought herſelf in the receſs, with her 
mother and ſiſter. She fancied herſelf 
ſupporting their expiring frames on 
her boſom, one arm encircling each. 
« Ah! Ellen!” cried the baroneſs 
ſorrowfully, © thoſe gems ſo wantonly 
* thrown from you might have con- 
“ tinued our exiſtence, might have 
« ſupported longer our miſeries and 
« wants. Soon, alas! dear Ellen, 
e will you alſo feel the powerful wants 
e of nature, and fink under its preſ- 
te ſure!” At that inſtant ſhe thought 
that ſhe ſaw her father, who fiercely 
demanded, why ſhe had not ſecured 
the treaſure thrown by Providence in 
her way, and thus have ſaved them all 
D 3 from 
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trom otherwiſe certain deſtruction ? 
The fierceneſs of his tone and threat- 


ning attitude, cauſed Ellen to awaken, 


in unſpeakable terror, from her vi- 


ſion; and ſhe thought it muſt be the 
will of the Supreme, that ſhe ſhould 


follow the dictates of her parents, one 
of whom, perhaps at that moment, 
might be ſinking indeed into the world 
of ſpirits through dire want, the other 
exhorting her to preſerve her mother's 


exiſtence. Earneſtly and devoutly did 


ſhe pray for the return of day to aſſiſt 
her in her ſearch ; and then began with 
indefatigable zeal to collect every or- 
nament that preſented itſelf: it was a 


work that required all the magna- 
nimity and courage of a hero to per- 


form ; an indelicate taſk for the gen- 


tle and lovely Ellen; but ſhe thought 
herſelf inſpired in the execution of 


her arduous undertaking, and the day 
cloſed on her loaded with treaſure. 
| She 


FF 


ARVILLE CASTLE. 55 


She determined on the morrow to 
bend her ſteps to the recefs, · but was 
obliged to meaſure back all the ground 
ſhe before had trod, and which coſt 
her many days. During her wander- 
ings ſhe overtook a travelling harper, 
whoſe company paſſed many a te- 
dious mile more agreeably than Ellen 
had before experienced; and the harp 
had its peculiar beauties with Ellen, 
who excelled on that inſtrument. 
She was fearful of letting her compa- 
nion know her defire and ability to 
purchaſe it, leaſt a diſcovery of her 
treaſure might produce fatal effects; 
but the apparent amiableneſs of the 
man won ſo far her confidence, that 
ſhe informed him of her travels 
through the field of battle, and ſhewed 
him a ring which ſhe had there found, 
the ſight of which convulſed almoſt 
to death the venerable harper. He 
D 4 exclaimed, 
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« Alas, Edwy! my fon, 
my darling ſon; thou art indeed 
then numbered with the dead ! Oh, 
might I now but Keep that ring for 
thy dear ſake! It is all I can aſk 
of Heaven ; it was a virgin preſent 
of thy beloved mother's, previous 


happy union! Her have I loft by 


the hands of ruffians, him by the 
fate of war! Dear youth, what re- 
compence can I give thee for the 
precious pledge? * * It is your's,”* 
Heaven, that 
I ſhould retzin it from thee. It is 
happineſs ſufficient that I can re- 
ſtore it to you; take it, and may 
you have a better fate than thoſe to 
whom it belonged. There is what 
will add much to my pleaſure, yet 
I ſcarce dare aſk it. © Ifit is in 
my power,” ſaid the harper, it 
% ſhall 
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« ſhall be your's, generous young 
© man.” © Will you then,” faid El- 
len, © part with your harp? Iwill re- 
% compence you for it, with ano- 
« ther gem from the ſame place.” 
« Agreed,” ſaid the worthy man; 
e but I defire nought for it but what 
« you have now ſo bountifully be- 
* ſtowed ;** but Ellen would not, on 
other terms, accept it; and Ellen 
gave him a ſpecimen of her abilities, 
which ſtruck the old man with won- 
der. You did well,” ſaid he, © to 
% defire it; you will be enabled to 
enter, with welcome, any houſe, let 
*© who will be it's poſſeſſor. The Ro- 
% mans particularly will court your 
** company, and pay you generouſly: I 
have experienced it, during my tra- 
% vels, who am much leſs able to 
* pleaſe.” Ellen lamented the de- 
privation of the old man; but he aſ- 

Ds ſured 
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ſured her, he ſhould ſoon be able to 
replace it with the reward ſhe gave 
him. They now drew near the late 
houſe of Arville, and Ellen thought 
to try the power of her harp to gain 
admittance. Her companion left her, 
with many prayers for her future hap- 
pineſs, and Ellen ſtruck up the muſic 
of her harp and voice. The Romans 
on the ramparts encouraged her, and 
the court rang with praiſes of the 
young harper. Some proviſions were 
brought ; and the refreſhment it af- 
forded, exhilarated Ellen in a manner 
ſhe had never experienced ; it was 
aided by a horn of wine, which pro- 
duced ſuch effects as made even Ellen 
wonder; it enabled her, at leaft, to 
act her part with more propriety than 
in her low ſtate, in want of refreſh- 
ment and ſpirits, ſhe could poſſibly 
have done. In a ſhort time Julius 
was 
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was informed of her abilities, and or- 
dered her into his preſence. Nothing 
but a ſtate little ſhort of inebriation 
could have ſupported her during this 
humiliating ſcene ; but ſhe performed 
wonders; and ſhe was ſtruck with 
aſtoniſhment to ſee on the knees of 
Julius, a child ſhe thought could be 
none but the young Edwin: he liſped 
the name of father, and Julius ſeemed 


to adore him. What can this 


e he not ſay? it is my brother's per- 
« fect form. Oh! what am I to ſup- 
* poſe is gone with Alice? Can ſhe 
c have received to her arms the de- 
* ſpoiler of our houſe, and reſt in 
% ſplendor while its owners are ſink- 
« ing under poverty and woe unut- 
« terable? forbid it Heaven! Was 
not Alice a pattern of perfection? 
« Can it be poſſible? I will not in- 

D 6 « dulge 


«« mean,” thought ſhe; *© Father, does 


- 
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% dulge the thought, unleſs my eyes 
*« convince me of its reality.” Ju- 
| lius, and the child, were much pleaſed 
and entertained with Ellen, and de- 
tained her to the time that darkneſs 
pervaded the land ; when ſhe made- 
a motion for her departure. Julius en- 
treated her to ſtay, and with apparent 
reluctance ſhe at length complied. 
He made Ellen ſup with him ; and it 
afforded ſome ſatisfaction to her, 
that Alice was not of the party. Her 
heart burned to aſk ſome queſtions, 
but prudence reſtrained her tongue ; 
and ſhe was determined to wait the 
event with patience. Her mind ran 
on the receſs, where ſhe anticipated the 
comforts Leonard could procure with 
her treaſure to adminiſter to their nu- 
merous wants. She was ſhewn to a 
bed, which was formerly the Baron 
Arville's ; the wine ſhe had drank and 
the fatigue ſhe had indured, ſtopped, 
for 
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for ſome time, the powers of re- 
flection, and ſhe ſunk in the arms of 
ſleep. To her aſtoniſhment, ſome 
time paſt the hour of midnight, her 
door opened, and to her affrighted 
eyes preſented her father, the Baron 
Arville. Fear took poſſeſſion of her 
ſenſes, and ſhe covered herfelf with 
the bed cloaths. She heard foot- 
ſteps ſome time parading the room, 
and, to her unſpeakable happineſs, 
heard the door gently ſhut ; ſhe lifted 
up her eyes, and all was impenetra- 
ble darkneſs. He had a light which 
diſcovered him to her, and it difap- 
peared with him. She found her ſpi- 
rits much depreſſed, and ſhe thought 
of ſtaying no longer in the caſtle. 
But Alice was not yet forgotten ; and 
the return of day determined her to 
wait, if invited, the event of another 
night. Julius ordered the harper to his 

preſence ; 
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preſence; and Edwin was, as before, 
ſeated on his knees. During the re- 
paſt, Ellen could not help obſerving, 
notwithſtanding the ſtrong prejudices 
imbibed ſo juſtly againſt him, a gen- 
tleneſs and nobleneſs of heart; ſhe: 
wiſhed him a Briton, as the bene vo- 
tence of his diſpoſition ſhowed him 
worthy of the name. He continued 
much delighted with the perform- 
ances of Ellen, and ſhe had ventured 
to embrace her beloved nephew ; ſhe 
longed to impart his exiſtence to her 
mother, yet feared to go without more 
ſatisfactory intelligence reſpecting the 
ill-fated Alice. The day declined 
again. Julius again intreated, but 
Ellen, though willing, prayed another 
apartment, as her reſt was diſturbed, 
ſhe thought, by a phantom the pre- 
ceding night. Julius laughed at her 
fears, but readily complied with her 
requeſt ; 
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requeſt ; and ſhe was ſhown into her 
own identical chamber, where every 
thing remained, to her great ſurprize, 
untouched. *© What can this mean?“ 
faid ſhe, © have not the Romans been 
« repreſented as carrying ſword and 
te fire, rapine and murder, wherever 
their victorious arms appeared? 
« yet, but for its inhabitants, I find 
* every thing here as in our happier 
ce days. Alice's chamber was near 
« mine; would I could explore that 
« alſo. Full of theſe thoughts, ſhe 
lay down in her cloaths till ſhe ſup- 
poſed all the inhabitants of it were 
retired to reſt ; and then, gently open- 
ing the door, ſhe quitted her chamber 
to ſeek that of Alice. She ſtopped, 
and liftened ; and heard ſome plain- 
tive ſound of melody; it was a female 
voice, but ſhe could not diſtinguiſh 
the words. She drew nearer, and it 
con- 
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continued. She heard the name of 
Edwin; of her mother, ſiſter, and 
ſelf ; ſometimes in ſong, ſometimes as 
converſing with them. She could not 
recollect the voice of Alice; it was 
different from what it had been: per- 
haps, thought ſhe, grief has altered it. 


She tried the door, which was faſt- 


ened; and then retired to her chamber 
diſtreſſed in mind beyond expreſſion. 


e It muſt,”” ſaid ſhe, be Alice; 


«« perhaps a priſoner ; who elſe could 
© utter the names of thoſe to whom 
© ſhe is ſo dear? Would to Heaven 
« I could by any means diſcover the 
« truth! and if it were really Alice, 
« I ſee no great difficulty in Leonard's 
te reſcuing her from her bondage.” 


With theſe, and ſuch like thoughts, 


did Ellen paſs the reſt of the night; and 


in the morning again paſſed the door, 
where ſhe heard the moſt extravagant 


noiſe 
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noiſe of feeming mirth. She could 
not ſtand to liſten, ſo many Romans 
were continually paſſing. She how- 
ever thought to tune her harp where 
ſounds of joy appeared to reign ; and 
was much furprized to hear imme 
diately the voice repeating the ſong in 
the ſame Plaintive mood of the pre- 
ceding night. Still ſhe could not re- 
cognize the voice of Alice. She tuned 
her harp to a ſong mutually ſung by 
the inhabitants of the caſtle before 
their interruption by the Romans, and 
with pleaſure heard it accompanied 
by the voice ſhe before heard. She 
then concluded it muſt be Alice, and 
no other ; and determined to haſten to 
the receſs, and inform thoſe dear 
friends of her diſcovery, She was or- 
dered, as uſual, before Julius, and the 
young Edwin, who was grown parti- 
** fond of this new acquaintance. 

Ellen 
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Ellen informed Julius of her inten- 
tions to depart ; he ſeemed ſullen, and 
melancholy. © I could,” ſays he, 
« with pleaſure have retained you in 


*« my ſuit. I am going in a few days 


* to quit the caſtle, and while I am 
* here think you contribute to my 
« peace. I will provide well for you, 
« if you will accompany me; as I feel 
te a degree of pleaſure in your com- 
« pany, which I have long been a 
te ſtranger to.“ Ellen told him ſhe 
had ſome bufineſs ſhe muſt ſettle, and 
ſome friends to conſult ; and if ſhe 


found them willing, a few days ſhould 


bring the obliged Leod before him. 
Julius would fain have perſuaded her 
to relinquiſh her intentions ; but ſhe 
would not be moved from her pur- 
poſe, by any promiſes, till ſhe had 
fulfilled her determination to viſit the 
receſs, and depoſit her treaſure. She 
therefore, 
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therefore, with a grateful heart, took 
leave of Julius, and proceeded with 
all ſpeed round the extenfive domains 
of Arville Caſtle. She was no ſooner 
gone, than Julius relapſed into the 
deepeſt melancholy. It ſhould have 
been noticed, That at his arrival-at the 
caſtle, he found Alice the ſame ma- 
niac as he had left her, no one inter- 
val of returning reaſon having occur- 
red, in which ſhe ſeemed to notice 
any thing that had happened. She 
ſung, ſhe talked of her late friends, 
and ta them often as though preſent : 
ſometimes ſhe even appeared as really 
ſenſible, and engaged in the moſt in- 
tereſting converſation ; but to any 
queſtions put, or even the preſence of 
Edwin, ſhe never ſhowed the leaſt 
ſign either of joy or grief: his inno- 
cent prattle had not the leaſt effect on 
her; and to Julius ſhe appeared equal- 


ly 
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ly indifferent ; ſhe ſhewed no fear at 
his preſence ; nor would ſhe ever give 
a reaſonable anſwer to him, though 
urged with the greateſt tenderneſs, 
Julius would have been happy to have 
reſtored her and the caſtle to her 
friends, and no enqfiry had been 
wanting to effect it. His duty ob- 
liged him to quit the caſtle, and his 
melancholy increaſed with the fleeting 
moments. He was in hourly expec- 
tation of being recalled to Rome, and 
determined if fo to take Edwin with 
him; ſince his mother's inſenſibility 
rendered her incapable of foſtering 
his infant years: he even thought to 
take Alice with him, but motives of 
prudence forbad it, unleſs her con- 
valeſcence determined in his favour ; 
and of that he now deſpaired. 


CHAP. 


- CHAP. VI. 5 


See how the fair one weeps, the tears roll down 
Thick as the dew drops on the graſs new mown. 
= Where's the majeſtic power of thine eye, 
No longer able to maintain the ſtrife ? 

Thou now art mute. | 
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Now violent mirth arreſts the liſt'ning ear, 
And joy inſane proclaims a fatal truth. 


| E., near night, was paſſing the 
cave of the Druid, whoſe hoſpitality 
ſne remembered with heartfelt grati- 
tude, and being too far from the re- 
ceſs to reach it by night, determined 
to ſpend it with him ; ſhe accordingly 
deſcended the ſame cavity which he 
taught her, and ſoon recognized the 
venerable man, who rejoiced much to 
| ſee 
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ſee her, and who heard with ſurprize, 
and ſome degree of pleaſure, though 
mixed with pain, her adventures. He 
felt the diſtreſs of her mother, and 
ſiſter, and wiſhed to aſſiſt them to re- 
coverAlice from the caſtle. He aſked, 
if ſhe was willing to let him accom- 
pany her to her receſs; ſhe pauſed 
awhile, and thought he might very 
much aſſiſt Leonard in his attempt, 
ſhould he judge it prudent to riſk it. 
She therefore acquieſced, and he pre- 
pared to take all his ſtock of provi- 
ſions, hoping to alleviate their pre- 
ſent wants. He rejoiced in the trea- 
ſure Ellen brought, as a means to in- 
ſure their future comfort. The dawn of 
day accompanied them on their jour- 
ney, and with cautious ſteps they en- 
tered the diſmal cave. Ellen called 
aloud the name of Leonard, and was 
anſwered by the Baron Arville. The 

ſound 
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ſound no ſooner caught her ears than 
ſhe fell into a ſwoon, from which, 
with difficulty, ſhe was recovered by 
the aſſiſtance of her mother and ſiſter; 
(the baron had withdrawn with the 
Druid for an explanation of his ap- 
pearance with Ellen in the receſs ;) 
and when ſhe found herſelf in the 
arms of the baroneſs and Iſabella, ſhe 
burſt into a flood of tears, and ex- 
claimed, Alas! my father! what 
„ have I done to draw on me your 
e vindictive anger? what is my crime, 
*« that diſturbs the peaceful ſlumber 
« of the dead?” The baroneſs now 
recollected that Ellen knew not of the 
baron's exiſtence, and with tender- 
neſs informed her of his miraculous 
eſcape. Ellen was now as nearly 
overwhelmed with joy, as before with 
grief and fear; and was eager to throw 
herſelf at his feet, to implore his bleſ- 
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fing. The baron appeared, and re- 


ceived Ellen with the warmeſt pater- 


nal love. The Druid had acquainted 


him with Ellen's fright, at Arville | 


Caftle, at his appearance ; and the ba- 


ron had communicated his nocturnal 
viſit, which affured him it was no 


ſpectre, but himſelf. He had not in- 
formed the baroneſs, or his daughter, 


of his attempt to diſcover Alice, leſt 
fear for his perſonal ſafety ſhould cre- 


ate an alarm he wiſhed them not to 
feel. He now informed them, that he 
had twice paid the ſame viſit; and on 
the laſt had heard, what Ellen de- 


ſcribed, the noiſe of extravagant 


mirth, of which his time would not 


permit him to diſcover the occaſion. 
Leonard kept watch at the private 
door to aſſiſt him in a quick eſcape, 
if he had been in danger of diſcovery : 


yu on 


but he met no alarm. He obſerved a 
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perſon in the bed of his own chamber, 
and thought it beſt to retire, as he 
perceived the apparel of a man, con- 
ſequently not the object of his ſearch. 
Ellen now informed them of all ſhe 
had obſerved at the caſtle, of the de- 
fire of Julius to engage her as a page 
and harper in his ſervice, and of her 
willingneſs, if her beloved parents 
would give their aſſent to it. They 
could not acquieſce; they feared 
the danger attending it : but ſhe ſo 
powerfully pleaded the cauſe of 
young Edwin, (whom ſhe had learnt 
would accompany them) of the ſer- 
vice ſhe might render him, and 
through that means diſcover the fitu- 


ation of the unfortunate Alice, that 
the baron and baroneſs at laſt con- 
ſented, unleſs any means could be de- 
viſed to reſcue either from the caſtle ; 
but of this they entertained very ſmall 


hopes, 
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hopes, as the child was well attended, 
and his domeſtics not known. Ellen 
had not diſcovered a ſingle Britiſh 
ſervant, nor could tell if one remained 
in the caſtle of Arville. She diſplayed 
her treaſure, with an account of her 
ſenſations, and her dream concerning 
the legality of collecting them, and 
her reſolution after her dream. The 
baron and baroneſs embraced her 
with tears, and received the tokens of 
her pious courage with-/a ſuitable 
thankfulneſs ; it encouraged them to 
hope, that they ſhould not periſh with 
hunger and nakedneſs; and they all 
adored the Power: that inſpired the 
virgin Ellen to ſuch deeds of filial 
love. The Druid was no ſmall addi- 
tion to their preſent happineſs ; and 
in a few days Ellen prepared once 
more to leave the receſs, and ſeek her 

fortune among ſtrangers. Leonard 
had 
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had diſpoſed of many of the gems to 
a good advantage, and had purchaſed 
for Ellen ſome changes neceſſary for 


her proper appearance as a harper, 


and ſome homely cloaths and good 


proviſions alſo for the inhabitants of 


the receſs. It was judged better for 
Ellen to return to the caſtle before 
any further nocturnal eflays ſhould be 


made, as ſhe might be of effential 


ſervice to the cauſe; alſo it was re- 
ſolved, that Ellen ſhould be admitted 
at the private entrance, during her 
ſtay at the caſtle, on thoſe hours de- 


voted to reſt. This being ſettled, a 


moſt affectionate farewell took place, 


and Ellen, as Leod, ſet off for Arville 


Caſtle, accompanied, as far as pru- 
dence permitted, by Leonard and the 
Druid. She ſoon arrived at the gates 


of her once paternal home; ſhe was as 


toon eſpied, and Julius received her 
E 2 with 
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with all the marks of the moſt lively 
ſatisfaction. She could not helpfeeling 
a:pitying ſenſation for the melancholy 
which ſeemed to pervade him ; though 
the cauſe was far from being known 
to her. She was ſhown to the ſame 
room as ſhe had flept in laſt; and 
which, as has been obſerved, was her 
own, and was very favourable for the 
late determinations. She endeavoured 
to divert the ſorrowing Julius, with the 
muſic of her voice and harp; ſhe 
ſoothed him, and at length retired to 
reſt, heartily fatigued with the exer- 
tions of the day. The next night was 
fixed for the baron's peregrinations ; 
and Ellen was making every obſerva- 
tion poſſible to diſcover what they ſo 
earneſtly deſired to know, but it was 
of no avail ; the mirth, and the non- 


- appearance of Alice, as well as her 


child, was wrapped in dark obſcurity. 
Night 
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Night came, and this day ended as 
the other. Ellen retired, and waited, 
not without fear, the entrance of her 
father. All nature ſeemed huſhed, 
and filent ; not a breath was heard in 
the caſtle; all was ſerene, but the diſ- 
tant voices of the centinels hailing 
their watch. The baron and the 
Druid made their appearance at El- 
len's door, who with joy received. 
them, and in a few words acquainted: 
them with her ill ſucceſs. They were 
diſturbed on a ſudden by the vocifer- 
ous laughter of. a perſon not far diſ- 
tant; they liſtened, and loſt the 
ſound. Ellen alone ventured to the 
door of Alice's chamber, and heard 
the plaintive ſbunds of deep diſtreſs. 
She tried the door ; but it, as before, 
was faſt. She fetched her father and 
the Druid, who were witneſſes to the 
moſt extraordinary ſounds of mirth 
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and ſorrow ſo quickly ſucceeding each 
other, as to convince them it pro- 
ceeded from a maniac. They made 
an effort to force the door, when ſome 
ſtern voices demanded to know who 
dared interrupt the repoſe of the Lady 
Alice: they heard enough, and pre- 
cipitately retreated from this ſcene of 

horror, being certain, in the preſent 
_ caſe, they could attain no beneficial end 
from the ſad flate in which they had rea- 
ſon to conceive the unhappy Alice was 
labouring under. Ellen alone had the 
opportunity of endeavouring to fathom 
the myſtery of her confinement, and 
it was determined ſhe ſhould make a 
bold attempt to bring Julius to an ac- 
knowledgment of it. They departed, 
and Ellen accompanied them to the 
private door, of which before ſhe 
knew not the ſituation ; and promiſed 
to communicate onthe following night 
the 
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the ſucceſs of the day. She took a 
few hours repoſe, and in the morning 
tuned the harp at the door of Alice's 
chamber, who, as before, accompa- 
nied it with her voice, Ellen being 
called to breakfaſt with Julius, as 
uſual, found him, with the young Ed- 
win, bathed in tears. Ellen gently 
defired to know the occaſion of his 
grief; but he rather fternly ordered 
no enquiry. Ellen was forced to de- 
fiſt; but in the courſe of their repaſt 
informed him, that paſſing a certain 
chamber, a ſmall diſtance from his 
own, and tuning the harp in the way, 
a voice accompanied it, which had 
cauſed her much ſurprize. Julius 
liſtened attentively to this part of the 
converſation, and aſked Ellen * the 
« ſubject of the ſong ?** One made, 
my lord, at the beginning of the 
“e battle, which ended fo. fatally for 

E 4 « Britain.” 
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0 Britain.” Julius requeſted it to be 
played. Ellen obeyed, and accompa- 
nied it with her voice. You ſhall 
te play it at the door, ſaid he, and! 
ce will attend you, and hear this voice 
© you ſpeak of.” He did ſo, and 
ſeemed elated. He led Ellen into an 
adjoining cloſet, and himſelf entered - 

the room of Alice. He congratulated 
her on the muſic of her voice, but her 

anſwers were intirely incoherent. El- 
len could make no reaſonable com- 
ment on them. Alice called him 

Raymond, the murderer of Edwin, 
and threatened revenge on his impi- 
ous head. He mentioned her child ; 
ſhe anſwered not ; but fell into the 
moſt extravagant ravings, and obliged 
him to leave her. He returned to 
Ellen, who had overheard every thing, 

and was deeply affected at the diſmal 
fate of Alice. She ventured to aſk 

Julius 
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Julius the cauſe of her malady ; when 
he frankly confeſſed how he preſerved 
her, when his bands entered the caſ- 
tle; of his inſtantaneous and ardent 
love for her, and how ſoon her ſenſes 
were diſordered. Said it was the 
cauſe of his melancholy, as he wiſhed 


her to accompany him to Rome, but 


was fearful of the conſequences : aſked 
the advice of Ellen, who told him ſhe 


would ſeriouſly meditate on the arduous 


ſubject, and adviſe him to the beſt of 
her judgment. Dear Leod,” ſaid he, 


could you reſtore her to reaſon, and + 


« my arms, you ſhall be the friend of 


« my future life, and fortunes ; and 


* Leod and Julius ſhall henceforth be 
“ inſeparable. I have made Edwin 
% my adopted ſon; he ſhall never 
« know the want of a father; his in- 
© Nnocence has endeared him to my 
heart, and I feel all the fondneſs of 
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% a parent for him.” Ellen deſired 
fo retire for the reſt of the day and 
night; and reaſſured him of her every 
endeavour for the recovery of his fair 
maniac ; and returned him grateful 
thanks for his kindneſs and confidence. 
She hence determined to uſe every ef- 


fort, being intereſted in the welfare of 


the noble Roman; and as Edwin was 
no more, ſhe reaſoned with herſelf, 
Why might ſhe not, if Providence re- 
ſtores her reaſon, bleſs him with her 
love, who protected her life and vir- 
tue from his bands of ruffians, who 
w1ll protect her even in madneſs, and 
be a father to her helpleſs infant ? 
She left Julius, and retired to her 
chamber, where ſhe ſpent her time in 
prayer and meditation, that ſhe might 


be the happy inſtrument in reſtoring 


Alice, and perhaps, by ſuch a union, 


her father's houſe. * and ſuch 


like 
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like cogitations employed her; and at 
night ſhe repaired to the door of the 
receſs. Leonard and the Druid were 
waiting ; and with joy ſhe imparted 
her commiſſion to them; they heard 


with grief and ſurprize, mingled with 


pleaſure, as each augured the moſt 
happy effects from it. The worthy 
Druid, who was ſtill an inhabitant of 
the receſs, recommended ſtrongly that 
the might accompany them, as change 
of ſituation and the company of Ellen, 
aided by a powerful preparation, 
known only to the Druids, for the ex- 
preſs purpoſe of inſanity, might effect 
what otherwiſe might never take 
place. They thought, ſhould they 
get her to the receſs, it might only 
increaſe her deſpair ; but ſhould ſhe 
recover, and conſent to be the bride 
of Julius, the young Edwin would be 
reinſtated in the power and honours of 

6 his 
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his fathers ; it was therefore agreed, 
that Ellen ſhould uſe her preparation 
immediately, and whatever other 
means ſhe might judge expedient, as 
circumſtances would admit, to aid her 
recovery, but by no means to diſcover 
herſelf during their ſtay, which was 
expected to be but a few days. Ellen 
took her leave, and retired, exulting 


that her plan was approved by her 


beloved, but unfortunate family. She 
attended Julius as ſoon as he roſe, and 
informed him, * that ſhe had conſi- 
« dered well the caſe of the unhappy 
* lady; that if he would deliver her 
up into her care, ſhe hoped to be 
« able, by the aſſiſtance and bleſſing 
« of the Supreme, on a ſpecific ſhe 
*«« poſſeſſed, aided by the power of 
« muſic, to accompliſh ſo defirable 
« an event,” Julius embraced the 
ſuppoſed Leod, with tears of affec- 
tion, 
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tion, and promiſed ſhe ſhould be de- 
livered entirely to his care. © But 


« in reſpect to our journey, what 


« have you determined?” To take 
« her with us, my lord, as ſuch an 
« expedition may favour us in a par- 
« ticular manner.” Julius loſt no 
time ; he conducted the harper to the 


room of Alice, where ſat a man and 


woman, late domeſtics of the baron ; 
Julius ordered them to withdraw, and 
preſented Leod to Alice, as her fu- 


ture companion. She ſpoke not, nor 
noticed their entrance; her eyes were 


rivetted on the floor; and Ellen was 


much ſhocked with her altered aſpect. 


The roſes had forſook her cheeks ; her 
eyes were ſunk in deſpair; her hair, be- 
fore moſt beautiful, now in ſtrange diſ- 
order, and her whole appearance miſer- 
able in the extreme. Ellen approached 


her, and taking one hand, fell on her 
knee, 
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knee, and ſaid, Fair lady! may I, 
« an unfortunate youth, implore your 
« pity, and permit me to ſerve you 
as a faithful page, who will endea- 
% vour to amuſe your leiſure hours 
« with what harmony he is capable 
« of. She ſuddenly raifed her eyes, 
* who art thou? art thou Edwin? 
© or art thou come to mock at 
« my diftreſs? Give me your harp, 
« and be gone!” Ellen withdrew a 
few paces, and tuned her harp to a 
plaintive note, which ſeemed to re- 
call, in ſome degree, her reaſon, ſhe 
attentively liſtened, and ſung fome 
words well known to Ellen, which 
Ellen dare not own. Julius was 
charmed, and Ellen preſented the 
harp. Alice touched the ſtrings with 
inexpreſſible grace, and ſung the bat- 
tle ſong; but its effects on herſelf 
were alarming: ſhe fell into her 
| wonted 
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wonted ravings; and Julius, unable 
to ſtand the ſhock, withdrew. The 
ſervants were neceflary to prevent fa- 
tal conſequences; and Ellen, leaving 
her harp, went to her own apart- 
ment, where hung a lute, and quickly 
returning to the door, played part of 
a folemn dirge, which had been re 

peatedly ſung and performed by the 
family at the caſtle after the defeat of 
the Britons, and which in a moment 
ſoothed the ravings of the diſtracted 
Alice. She accompanied it on the 
harp in a manner that propheſied the 
moſt pleaſing hopes to Ellen of her 
future ſucceſs. She entered the room, 
and was not noticed. She continued 
playing ſeveral airs; in which, in 
happier days, they had borne a part, 
moſt of which Alice recollected, and 
performed to admiration. Ellen was 
determined to be conſtantly by, and if 
poſſible, 


CL 
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poſſible, ingratiate herſelf with Alice; 
but ſhe paid no attention, returned no 
thanks to ker for her attendance : but 
this did not diſcourage the amiable 
Ellen. In finding Alice and her 
child, ſhe had gained a great point of 
her intended peregrination ; and to be 
her companion, gave her happineſs 
inexpreſſible. She had not forgotten 
Raymond, and his name ſo often re- 
peated kept him alive in her memory. 
Julius was pleaſed with her attention, 
and ſhe every night devoted an hour 
or two to her parents in the receſs, 
In a few days Julius informed Ellen, 
or rather Leod, of his obligations to 
depart immediately ; next day was all 
the time allotted. Ellen told him ſhe 
hada fingular requeſt tomake, and par- 
ticularly intreated his indulgence. He 
haſtily defired to know what it was? 
She replied, that ſhe might be permit- 
pn” ; red 
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ted to remove many articles contained 
in the chamber, which had been ap- 
pointed for her reception; ſne would 
not now diſcloſe the motive, but a 
ſhort time might convince him of 
its utility. He pauſed ; © Dear Leod, 
« I can deny you nothing; but my 
« heart is ſet in reſtoring this caſtle, 
« if an opportunity ſhould offer; and 
« it had been my intentions to have 
*« every thing I had in my power to 
« fave ſacred, till I could have de- 
© livered to the amiable Alice, thoſe 
« things which had been wreſted 
« from her family.” Ellen aſſured 
him, it was for Alice's benefit, that 
ſhe wiſhed the removal of any thing ; 
and her requeſt was immediately com- 
plied with. Ellen had, with difficul- 
ty, an opportunity of bidding her be- 
loved friends farewell; all was buſtle 
and hurry in the caſtle, but the care 
of 


+. 
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of Ellen and the watchful prudence of 
Leonard at length accompliſhed ir. 
A moſt tender and affectionate fare- 
well it was; ſuffice it to ſay, it ſur- 
paſſed the power of deſcription ; and 
Ellen returned loaded with tears and 
prayers toher room, where ſhe preparcd 
thoſe things ſo lately her own, for her 
journey. A haſty breakfaſt over, the 
attendants were in the court waiting 
for the appearance of Julius; a co- 
vered waggon, as complete as poſ- 
fible according to the times, was 
brought for Alice, a Britiſh female and 
Ellen, with the young Edwin, ac- 
companied them. A horſe was led 
by a Roman for Ellen, if ſhe ſhould 
be diſpoſed to altef her fituation ; but 
of this there was no great need, as ſhe 


preferred the company of her fiſter 


and Edwin to any other. A noble re- 
tinue accompanied them, and Arville 
Caſtle 
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Caſtle was once more left with only a 
Roman garriſon. The unhappy Alice 
ſuffered herſelf to be led quietly to 
the vehicle, and ſhowed neither joy 


nor ſorrow at all the changes ſhe ſaw 
around her: ſhe kept conſtantly her 


harp, and had greatly ceaſed thoſe vi- 
olent paroxyſms with which ſhe had ſo 
lately been poſſeſſed. Their journey 
was ſomewhat tedious, owing to the 
carriage of Alice not being able to go 
thoſe roads which were deemed much 
nearer. Seven or eight days brought 
them to the ſea fide, where a veſſel 
was waiting to receive the Roman ge- 
neral and his retinue: they immedi- 
ately embarked; and gentle gales 
wafted them to the Roman ſhore. 


CHAP. 


+ 


CHAP. VI. 


Through all his woes the hero ſhines confeſt ; 
His comely port, his ample frame expreſs 
A manly air, majeſtic in diſtreſs. | 
Not ſleep's ſoft powers can cloſe his ſtreaming eyes 
When Ellen's image to his forrows riſe; 
No peril in her cauſe he ceaſed to prove, 
Eis labours equalled only by his love. 

Homer's Oddyſſey. 


R., MOND, whoſe embaſſy had been 
fulfilled, was again embarked for Bri- 
tain juſt before the diſembarkation of 
Julius and his ſuit : the Emperor was 
ſo ſatisfied with his ſervices, as to ap- 
point him over a legion ſtationed in 
Britain; in which fituation he conti- 
nued long, conciliating the differences 

betwixt 
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betwixt the Romans and. the Britains, 
intermarrying the women with thoſe 
under his command, and by that 
means endearing the families to each 
other. His government was mild, 
manly, and benevolent; and during 
his refidence with the Roman legion, 
not one act of atrocity or barbarity oc- 
curred. They aſſiſted in cultivating 
the lands, and became as it were na- 
turalized to Britain : their wives were 
prolific, and no part of Britain was 
better cultivated or more populous. 
Harmony and love ſeemed to have ſet 
up her throne here, and ruſtic plea- 
fures abounded in a high degree. 
Raymond alone was not happy ; his 
friends were no more ; his Ellen, for 
whom he had done immortal deeds, 
he knew not of; or how, or by what 


violence ſhe might have feil: this 


imbittered his hours, as it had ſoften- 
ed 
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ed his manners : and he determined his 
futurelife ſhould be, if poſſible, devoted 
to peace; and his aſſiſtance always rea- 
dy to relieve the diſtreſſed of whatever 
nation. During this term of peace, 
Claudius, a Roman ſenator, who had 
conceived a friendſhip for Raymond, 
ſent him an offer of his daughter, and 
an immenſe portion, for his wife. Ray- 
mond, whoſe affections had never been 
intereſted, but for the lovely Ellen, 
ſhuddered at the idea; and to an offer 
ſo noble, ſo generous, he knew not 
how to reply—to comply he felt not 
in his power; to deny, he, though no 
coward, feared the vengeance of ſo 
powerful an enemy at the Roman 
court—but deny he muſt ; and in the 
moſt reſpectful terms ſignified, how 
deeply the ſenſe of the mighty obli- 
gation weighed him down with gra- 
titude; at the ſame time he aſſured 

him, 
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him, that nothing but a heart pre- 


engaged would warrant his refuſal; 
that to the fair Conſtantia he could not 
give a heart, and would not baſely be- 
tray the friendſhip of Claudius, nor 
injure his daughter by receiving what 
he could not repay with affection. 
Claudius was filent, and did not ex- 
preſs any anger at this anſwer; but 


reſentment glowed in his breaſt, and 


he patiently waited an opportunity to 
undo him at the court of Rome. Ju- 
lius, indeed, kept off his vengeance 
for ſome time ; but declining himſelf 
in favour, Raymond was diſmiffed 
from his command, and it was given 
to Gallio, much to the Joy of Ray- 
mond, as he was a man in whom the 
magnanimity of the ſoldier and the 
father of a people were joined; and 
Raymond had the happineſs to ſee his 
labours for the public weal crowned 

with 
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with ſucceſs, and continued by the 

worthy Gallto. Raymond took his 

leave affectionately both of him and 
his people, and never did people re- 

gret a commander more. Being now 

at liberty, and of an active diſpo- 
ſition (for he dared not give into in- 

dolence, leaſt his melancholy ſhould 

get the better of his judgment) deter- 

mined on a travel through Britain, 

and to endeavour to reconcile the Bri- 

tons to the government of the Ro- 

mans, whom it was found, by fatal 

experience, impoſſible to ſubdue. He 

in general effected it in thoſe places 

through which he paſſed ; and among 

all thoſe who had heard of his happy 
government, he was received with 
univerſal joy. 


- 


DurixG this philanthropic ramble, 
he fell in with Edith and Leodine, 
8 = ST 


who, 
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who, though he knew them not, re- 
cognized him as the ſaviour of the 
Baron Arville ; they expreſſed their 
thankfulneſs for the happineſs of 


knowing him to be till living, and 


the joy the baron would experience at 
the welcome news. Raymond, who was 
all ear at this diſcourſe, eagerly aſked, 
how. and where he was preſerved ? 


where he now was, that he might 


fly to embrace him? They promiſed 
to acquaint the baron of his exiſt- 
ence, but were not warranted to diſ- 
cover his retreat, which themſelves 
were never permitted to enter, the 
Druid alone had this privilege ; nei- 
ther did they know of the well-being of 
any other of the baron's family ; it had 
been judged beſt to make it a profound 
ſecret, which, as yet, was ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved. Raymond preſſed their ſpeed 
to acquaint the baron, how much he 
longed 


lo! 
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longed to throw himſelf at his feet, 
and to become a ſon that would che- 
riſh his declining years. Leodine loſt 
no time, and the Druid was not leſs 
expeditious, He had heard the baron 
talk in raptures of Raymond's mili- 
tary proweſs, and the heroiſm he diſ- 
played in his behalf; it was not long 
therefore before the baron met him, 
at the hut of Leodine. Never did 
a father experience more joy from re- 
cetving a long loft child, than did the 
Baron Arville, at the return of Ray- 
mond; never did ſon bear a more 
filial love and duty to the moſt re- 
vered parent, than Raymond bore to 
the baron: he had no parents; his 
houſe was extirpated, and the Baron 
Arville was all the world to him. 
Mutual embraces and mutual expla- 
nations took place; and the baron re- 
commended Leodine and Ray mond 
F 2 to 
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to each other's friendſhip; repeated 
his obligation to the youth and his 

ſiſter Edith, and made each a preſent 

from the treaſure of Ellen. Raymond 

felt fomewhat hurt, that the baron did 
not invite him to his retirement, think- 

ing him alone; * but,” checking 

himſelf, thought he, doubtleſs, the 

« worthy man hath his reaſons. Why 

de ſhould I defire to pry into his pri- 
< vacy? he has recommended this 
« youth and his ſiſter to me; and I 

« ſhall henceforth look on them as 

« children of the ſame family. 1 

will, for a while at leaſt, take my 
« abode with them, and ſhall here of- 

* ten enjoy the company of my ve- 

c nerable friend and father.“ The 

baron departed to his receſs quite 
elated, and informed his lady and 

daughter of his happineſs in having 

ſeen Raymond. They partook his 

JOY 3 
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joy; and query aſked, why they were 
not permitted to ſee him, that they 
might perſonally thank him for the 
active part he had taken in the baron's 
preſervation? He told them, he 
. thought it far beſt to conceal, for the 
preſent at leaſt, till they heard of the 
ſucceſs of Ellen, their fituation. He 
had a preſentiment, that they might 
yet be reſtored through the means. of 
Alice; therefore they could not re- 
main too cloſe till ſuch an event 
might take place. They acquieſced- 
in the better judgment of the baron ; 
but the heart of Iſabella ſpoke in fa- 

vour of Raymond's participation of 
their hopes : ſhe too had. beheld him 
with eyes of love, though not of that 
ardent kind that took poſſeſſion of 
Ellen: ſhe did not pine at his ſup- 
poſed death as a lover, but lamented 
him as a brother; and now perhaps 
F. 3 felt. 
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felt ſomething more pleading in her 


Tus baron uſually viſited Raymond 
and his friends every day, and ſpent 
ſeveral hours in their company ; the 
vaſſal was intirely laid afide, and 
Leodine and Edith were- admitted 
to their converſations : and none de- 
parted unimproved. Raymond was 
charmed with his amiable compa- 
nions ; and if he had never ſeen El- 
len, Edith had had an offer of his 
heart. He loved her with fervency 


as a ſiſter; and they frequently walked 4 
and talked with rapture, of the ſons 0 
and daughters of Baron Arville. They p 


had both penetration enough ſoon to 
learn the ſtate of each other's heart: 
the name of Ellen cauſed the ſtarting 
tear in the eyes of Raymond, while 
convulfive ſighs and ſtreams flowed 

from 
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from the heart and eyes of Edith, at 
the name of Eldred: yet neither had 
courage ſufficient to explain the cauſe. 
Once, when Leodine was repeating 
the ſtate of the battle, where he 
ſaw Raymond ſo heroically fight by 
the ſide of the baron, and wme- 
diately afterwards fly to the relief of 
the brothers, but was himſelf driven 
to a diſtant part of the field. by the 
| Roman legions, and never faw them 
more, Edith was overpowered and 
ſwooned in the arms of her brother: 
Raymond was alarmed; and after her 
recovery, walking alone with Leo- 
dine, he aſked him the cauſe of her 
ſudden ilIneſs? © Alas! my lord,” 
laid he, © it is not for a peaſant to 
« rank with his ſuperiors! but there 
has been a fatal fault with us. El- 
« dred, dear and noble youth, long 
“loved my ſiſter, would have united 
0 4 | « her 
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her by the ſtrongeſt ties, ere the 
« laſt parting for the battle. My 
*« fiſter would not conſent ; nor does 
e the baron yet know his ſon's pre- 


it was owing to that circumſtance 
« alone, that the life of that valuable 
% man was ſaved. Nothing but the 
« love of Edith to Eldred, had carried 
© her to the embattled field. Our ef- 


C could not aſcertain any memento to 
* guide us: and the baron was with- 
“ out motion; we happily recovered 
„ him, and look on him indeed as a 
e father. Mine fell in the ſame bat- 
te tle, and a broken heart robbed us 
« of our mother.” This ſimple re- 
lation unmanned the noble Raymond, 
and tears of ſymphathy rolled down his 
manly cheeks. © Ah! hapleſs Edith,” 
cried he, te well may your foul be in 
« unifon 


« dilection in Edith's favour, though ' 


« forts were uſeleſs as to them, for we 


ce 
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* uniſon with the unhappy Raymond! 
© Know, Leodine, thou friend of my 
* heart, and brother, that Ellen, the 
«© beauteous Ellen, has bound me faſt 
ein her chains, though they are chains 
« of death! Never did the baron 
„ know the ardent love I bore his 
charming daughter; and I am free to 
« declare it was love for her inſpired 
« my arm in battle; for her, I now 
** forego the offered glory of a Ro- 
« man chief; for her, I rove the 
te world alone; and for her dear ſake 
*« will bid the world adieu! Hence- 
te forth let us nurſe our ſorrows, and 
the names of Eldred and Ellen be 
** our continual theme!” Leodine 
was Charmed with the confidence of 
Raymond, and imparted what he be- 
fore ſcarce dared to think on; but 
war and death had levelled all diſ- 
tinctions ; and that he might partake 

LH their 


- 
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their ſorrows, informed them, his 
heart had long, very long been at- 
tached to Iſabella, the eldeſt daugh- 
ter of the Baron Arville. Thus were 
theſe three new friends bound in bands 
of ſorrowing love, each recounting 


the ſuperior excellencies of thoſe they 


fo much adored. 
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CHAP. VII. 


— — — J 


h, thou the ghoſt 
Of my dead huſband, miſerably loſt ! 
Oh, wretched huſband, of a wretched wife, 
Born with one fate'to one unhappy lite ! 
Thou to the diſmal realms for ever gone, 
And I abandon'd, defoiate, alone! 
An only child, once comfort of my pain ! 
. Porz's Iliad. 
On the ſword points of cruel Romans ſlain. 
My ſiſters two are gone e—_ —-— 


J ULIVS, now at liberty, having little 
at preſent to do in public affairs, was 
determined to appropriate moſt of his 
time to the lovely Alice and her fon. 
The child grew both in beauty and 
ſtature ; Ellen had become his tutor ; 
and never did ſhe love her brother 
F 6 Edwin 
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Edwin with more fraternal affection 
than ſhe did this lovely child, whoſe 
every action ſpoke the father he had 
loſt. She anticipated the joy of deli- 
vering him to the arms of his mother, 


as alſo the hope of his making glad the 


hearts of the baron and baroneſs Ar- 


ville in their declining years, by re- 


him till tears of tenderneſs fell; which 


ſtoring to Britain, the name and per- 
ſon of one of his beloved ſons. Often 


would ſhe fit with her eyes fixed on 


became not Leod. Alice had in a 
ſmall degree noticed her, and would 


ſometimes name a piece ſhe wiſhed to 


hear performed. Julius and Ellen 
were equally rejoiced, but Ellen had 
all the merit. She had had ſeveral 
opportunities of applying the Druid's 


potion in her drink, and began ſeri- 
_ ouſly to depend on its ſucceſs. She 


had borne the appearance and com- 
— pany 
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pany of Julius with leſs diſtraction 
than uſual ; and though theſe ſymp- 
toms were not ſo frequent as formerly, 
yet a fixed melancholy ſeemed to have 
taken poſſeſſion of her, which, how- 
ever, the power of harmony always 
attracted. She had frequently ſeen 
Edwin from the window of her room, 
which opened into a noble and ſpa- 
cious lawn, where all his hours of di- 
_ verſion, and which were various, were 
ſpent, on purpoſe to draw her atten- 
tion; but ſhe heeded it not; nor in 
the leaſt ever noticed her ſon. She 
remained about the ſpace of two years 
in this, and nearly the ſame ſituation. 
Ellen had long contemplated a wiſh 
to appear before her in her proper 
character, but the fear of diſcloſing 
her ſex had hitherto prevented her. 
She however determined to adviſe 
with Julius, and hoped he would 
acquieſce, She accordingly thus fpoke 

= him. 
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him. “ You remember, doubtleſs, 


my lord, the requeſt I made you, 


of taking with me of thoſe things 


which were in my chamber at the 
caſtle of Arville, before our depar- 
ture.” 1 do well,” faid he; 


and it has frequently occurred to 


me, that I have not ſince heard of 
their deſtination.” * That, my 
lord, is what I am going to com- 
municate, or rather to adviſe with 
you, as I thought a female appear- 
ance might intereſt our unhappy 
patient more, and trying ſome of 


the garments, I found I ſhould not 


look deſpicable in them; and I 


really believe it might have a good 


effect; ſince the appearance of 
my ſex may rather prejudice her 
againſt me. You may endeavour 


to make her believe you expect a 


female, who can equally uſe the in- 
ſtruments as myſelf, and that you 
„ have 


] 
1 
| 
L 
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« have buſineſs for which you muſt 
«© remove me. I alfo will inform her 
e of my departure; and it will be 
« neceflary to remove the female, 
«© who ſeems no favourite with her, 


e to another part, where ſhe may not 


e recognize me in my new ſituation, 
e leaſt a diſcovery of the deception 
te might cancel the confidence we 
« wiſh her to place in us; in reality, 


Ellen feared a diſcovery, as the do- 


meſtic, in her own times, well knew 
her: therefore it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. Julius liſtened with delight 
to the plan of Ellen; he eſteemed her 
in a ſuperior degree; for in her pre- 
ſent appearance he could ſcarcely re- 
frain fearing her as a rival ; her youth 
and extraordinary beauty might well 
warrant ſuch fears; and he gladly 
conſented to her apparent change of 
ſex. He loſt no time in arranging 

their 
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their proceedings. He informed Ju- 
dith, the domeſtic, that he had ano- 
ther perſon to ſucceed her with Alice, 
and gave her a much ſuperior ap- 
pointment at a houſe diſtant from that 
they now inhabited ; a handſome pre- 
ſent effectually ſecured her, and ſhe 
was ready to remove whenever called 
upon. Ellen took a formal leave of 


the houfehold, and was followed by = 
the good wiſhes of all. By Julius's fo 
aſhſtance the clothes were conveyed et 
to a diſtant part of Rome, where he 
himſelf attended to witneſs the me- pl 
tamorphoſes. When Ellen was pro- 0 
perly equipped in the habiliments of hz 
her ſex, and was announced by the fe 
name of Eglantine, her appearance A 
aſtoniſhed and charmed; and had her cl 
voice not betrayed the ſuppoſed Leod, Mm 
Julius had been perfectly deceived. E 
He was however intirely fatisfied at 6 
2p; = | her m 
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her change, as the appearance of Eg- 
lantine had every charm to pleaſe ei- 
ther ſex; and though he rather feared — 
the beauty and youth of Leod, his 
confidence was fo great in him, in the 
change of ſex, that he did not fear the 
difcovery of himſelf to Alice, and he 
was bound in real bonds of friendſhip 
for Ellen in either eharacter. He 
conducted her to Alice; and in the 
way paid almoſt as many gallant com- 
pliments as if he had been aſſured of 
her ſex, declaring, next to Alice, the 
had the moſt perfect appearance of 
feminine beauty he had ever beheld. 
Alice was fitting penſive and melan- 
choly on the floor of her room, when 
Julius entering, led in the lovely El- 
len, in all her native charms. He 
addreſſed her in the moſt reſpectful 
manner, and raifing her from the 
floor, introduced Ellen to her. She 
caſt 
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caſt a ſcrutinizing look on her, and 


with a ſcream fell ſenſeleſs in his 
arms. Julius was alarmed, Ellen ap- 
peared to be fo, but in fact, her heart 


leaped for joy at the idea of being re- 


colleted. The uſual methods were 
ſome time uſed in vain ; but an op- 
portunity preſenting itſelf at ſo fa- 


vourable a juncture, induced Julius 


to open a vein, and which in a ſhort 


time reſtored Alice to life. She again. 


looked wiſtfully at Ellen, and wring- 


ing her hands, fat down the monu-. 


ment of filent grief. Julius tried 
every method to ſooth the apparent 
agonies of her ſoul without effect. 
Ellen made figns for him to retire ; 


and, with other aſſiſtance, put the 


unhappy fair one to bed. She ſuf- 
fered herſelf quietly to undergo the 
neceſſary preparations, ſtill looking 
earneſtly at Ellen, but without ſpeak- 

ing. 
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ing. When fhe ſeemed ſome what 

compoſed, Ellen ordered her aſſiſtant 
into another apartment, and kneeling 

down at her fide; ſhe ſilently invoked 

the Supreme Difpoſer of all events, to 
aſſiſt her endeavours at the preſent 
critical moment. She had reaſon to 
believe her prayers were heard. Alice 
looked at her with a more ſoftened 
countenance than the had ever aſ- 
ſumed, ſince her unfortunate malady, 
and faintly exclaimed, ** Dear image 
* of my once, my much loved fiſter !”? 
and claſping her hands with a moſt 
fervent energy, continued, Would 
* to Heaven thou wert her indeed; 
* but ſhe has been long numbered 
« with the dead, and happy with my 
« Edwin!” Ellen ſeized the mo- 
ment to aſſure her it was ſhe herſelf; 
and endeavoured to embrace her; but 
Alice immediately fell into the moſt 
frantic 
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frantic exclamations, calling on her 
Edwin's ſpirit to revenge her wrongs.. 
Ellen was under the neceſſity of calling 
in her aſſiſtant, and confining Alice to 
her bed; ſhe found it equally neceſ- 
ſary to inform Julius of as much as 
the thought proper of their inter- 
view ; telling him of her ſuppoſing 
her like a fiſter ſhe once had; but re- 
ſerving her anſwers to herſelf. Ju- 
lius concurred with Ellen in hoping 
her reaſon. began to dawn, though 
deeply obſcured at the preſent ; and 
Ellen foon returned with her lute, 
which again ſoothed the lovely ma- 
niac. Ellen feared to make further 
acknowledgement of herſelf, till time 
ſhould develope and remove thedread- 
ful bandage from the intellects of 
Alice. She therefore determined ne- 
ver to notice what Alice ſaid, unleſs 
ſhe aſked an anſwer which appeared 

reaſonable. 
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reaſonable. Ellen ſung, and played 
on the harp and lute every air and 
ditty that they had ſung or played to- 
gether; and Alice ſeemed compoſed 
for ſeveral months, often talking of 
the dead Edwin and Ellen; but Ellen 
heeded it not. Alice would ſome- 
times ſhed ſhowers of tears. Julius 
was frequent at their concerts, if they 
might be ſo called, and even aſſiſted 
at them himſelf. Alice ſhowed nei- 
ther diſguſt nor pleaſure at his pre- 
ſence, which elated him beyond ex- 
preſſion. Ellen acquitted herſelf to 
admiration, and grew daily in the 
eſteem of this generous Roman. 
Young Edwin had now been long 
kept from her fight, and improved 
daily; his perſon, as has been ob- 
ſerved, the counterpart of his father ; 
his mind blended with all the ſoftneſs 
and natural vivacity of his mother— 

: his 
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his faculties began to expand, and 


every inſtruction given was learnt with 
avidity—Ellen adored him—Julius 
was never happy from him, unleſs in 


thoſe moments he ſpent with his mo- 


ther, and he anticipated his future 
years with pleaſure, when he might 
become his more uſeful friend. 


Ju ius propoſed an excurſion, part- 


ly by ſea and partly by land, which 


Ellen very readily agreed to; and ſhe 
_ aſked Alice her opinion, but received 
no anſwer. Preparation was imme- 
diately made, and a magnificent car- 
riage was ſo contrived as to carry them 
all, except Edwin, who was put into 
the hands of a tutor; and with a large 


retinue they ſat out, Alice ſuffering 


herſelf to be led quietly, wherever 
Ellen conducted her, but ſtill conti- 
nuing filent, and often bitterly weep- 

| ing. 
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ing. Ellen had conſtantly applied the 
Druid's remedy; and to its power was 
the preſent favourable, though ſlow 
progreſs in her diſorder attributed. 
They continued travelling, by eaſy 
journeys, till they arrived at the fea 
fide, where they took ſhip for Spain, 
Every elegance and magnificence 
which could be diſplayed were not 
wanting to tempt the eye, or to gra- 
tify the moſt luxurious taſte, and the 
moſt ſoothing harmony was added to 
raviſh the ear, but yet Alice was 
inattentive, and calm; appearing at 
times to liſten to the converſation of 
thoſe who happened to be preſent, 
and which was various, but ſhe never 
joined in it. Their voyage was moſt 
agreeable ; and when in Spain, every 
pleaſure was ſought, and obtained. 
Alice ſtill ſuffering Ellen to conduct 
her in whatever manner ſhe choſe. 

Julius 
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Julius was in all their parties, but at 
no time did ſhe pay the leaſt attention 
to him; yet was his ardent love un- 
abated. He viewed her always with 


delight; but when ſhe accompanied 


Ellen with her voice, which ſhe 
frequently did, he was intranced, 
would look, at a reſpectful diftance, 
on her, till the tears rolled down 
his cheek. Ellen really eſteemed, 


and fincerely pitied him. They made 
a ſtay of ſome months in Spain, and 


from thence proceeded to Venice, 
where they continued about three 


months more, and enjoyed, if ſo it 


might be called, all the pleaſures 
which abound there. From thence 
they croſſed again the ſea, and en- 
tered Aſia, where Julius had an em- 
baſſy from Rome, in which he ſuc- 
ceeded beyond his moſt ſanguine ex- 


pectations, and much to the ſatisfac- 


tion 
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tion of his country; it being finiſhed, 
he determined to enlarge his tour 
through Afia, himſelf and Ellen ad- 
miring all the various changes which 


they witneſſed in every place through 


which they paſſed, and adoring the 
Supreme Creator in all his works. 
Ellen's heart, however, yearned after 
the young Edwin ; and a defire to ſee 
her parents, made her wiſh to land 
on the Britiſh ſhore. She once hinted 
it to Julius, but he declined. « Gladly 
« would lattend you to Britain, could 


„ reinſtate Alice in her right; more 


« eſpecially, would ſhe there receive 
* my eternal vows of laſting love: 


* but this I ſwear, in the preſence of 
e both you and Heaven, ſhould ſne 


re be reſtored to her ſenſes, even if 
e ſhe would drive me for ever from 
e her preſence, never to force her 
5 will; if ſhe cannot give me a 

vol. I. 8 « heart, 
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cc heart, whole and full of love, . 


ce would not accept it on the ſcore of 
« gratitude. I will reſtore her to her 
*« houſe whenever ſhe can be de- 
« clared convaleſcent ; but her Ed- 
« win muſt be mine !** Ellen, if ſhe 


before efteemed, now loved Julius for 


the nobleneſs of his heart and ſenti- 


ments, 


Every day now gave freſh hopes of 


| Alice's recovery. She began, by de- 


grees, to chuſe her food, and eat with 
an appetite ;. alſo would ſolicit a walk, 


and name a place; would ſometimes 
talk of Britain, but it always affected 
her to tears; and no one purſued the 


ſubject: but what moſt ſurprized 


them, and left them in doubt of her 


recovery, was the intire filence ſhe 


had obſerved reſpecting her child; 


of, and to her huſband ſhe often ap- 


peared 
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| peared to talk; and Ellen really be- 
lieved a ſupernatural appearance of 
him, and often envied Alice that weak 
conſolation. They made the tour of 
Afia ; and once more, after an abſence 
of near two years, reviſited Rome. Ju- 
lius was received with great honours 
by the ſenate, for the ſervice he had 
rendered in Aſia, and was again in- 
truſted with an important negocia- 
tion to Syria, to be entered on early 
in the enſuing year, this was near its 
cloſe. Ellen and Alice were to be 
again the partners of his voy age. 


Epwin aſtoniſhed them with his 
growth and progreſs during their ab- 
ſence; and Ellen wiſhed never more 
to part with him; her love, if poſſi- 
ble, ſtill increaſing, and her brother 
riſing hourly to her view. It was ſtill 
determined to keep him from his mo- 

6 2 ther's 
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| ther's fight, unleſs ſhe ſhould make 
mention of his name. The winter 
was ſpent much better than any for- 


mer, and every day was big with the 
pleaſing expectation of her full re- 


covery. An important criſis to in- 
troduce her child had always been 
anticipated and ſome times tried, but 
had never had the deſired effect. His 
infant appendages were not laid aſide, 
and the ſtrong reſemblance he bore 
his father, left Ellen every thing to 


hope. A Britiſh dreſs had been pre- 


pared, the more to favour his appear- 
ance, and himſelf had been taught to 


call her by the endearing name of 


mother. 


CHAP. VIII. 


— — — — Sudden | 

To ſeek for glory in their country's cauſe. 

Wiſdom and friendly talk ſucceſſive ſtole 

Their hours away: while in the dreary cell, 

Not ſuch as wintry ſtorms on mortals ſhed 

Oppreſſing life; but lovely, gentle, kind; 

And full of every * and every joy. 
Tnousox. 


D.. this 8 the * 
Arville had ſtill concealed his place of 
retirement, viſiting the three forlorn 
friends every day for a long ſeries, and 
had at laſt endeavoured to perſuade 
Raymond to travel, as he was now 
ſpending a valuable life quite uſeleſs. 
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It was long, very long, before this 
advice made any impreſſion on him, 
as he had given up the world; but the 


baron appcaring to them leſs frequent 
than uſual, and his looks apparently 


much colder, began to touch the heart 
of Raymond. Alas,” would he fay, 
tc venerable man, ſhall I loſe your 
te favour, which is dearer to me than 
tc life? Shall I forfeit your eſteem to 
te to live inactive? No! I will fore- 
*« go all my own deſires, to concili- 
« ate the friendſhip of the Baron Ar- 
c ville.“ He conſulted his friend 


Leodine, and his fiſter Edith, who 
were very much againſt a ſeparation ; 


but Leodine determined to follow the 


| fortunes of his friend. Edith was in- 


conſolable. The baron happening at 
this juncture to make his appearance, 
and hearing the reſolution of two fo 


dear to him, embraced them with 


tears 
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tears of affection. *©* My dear ſons, 


cc 


ce 
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cc 


ee 
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cc 
cc 
60 
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40 


40 


for now you prove yourſelves ſo 
indeed! you little know the love I 
bear you, if you ſuppoſe for a mo- 
ment my wiſhes for your departure 
were on a ſelfiſh account: reaſons 
moſt weighty are yet enveloped in 
myſtery : I cannot, dare not at pre- 
ſent, unfold them; but I hope, 
earneſtly hope, we ſhall not be long 
ere we meet 1n joy to part no more. 
I depend much on your aſſiſtance, 
wherever chance may lead; and I 
could wiſh your tour might be Rome: 
but I can add no more. Go, my 
children; be happy in each other's 
company; and in the adventures 
you meet, remain firm and true. 
Edith ſhall be my daughter and my 


* care; Heaven be praiſed, I can, and 


am able to protect her. But at pre- 
ſent you muſt put yourſelves under 
| G 4 © the 
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* the divine protection, and a ftrong 
« preſentiment gives me inexpreſſi- 
*© ble hopes of your returning ſoon to 
e bleſs my declining years, and to 


© clole my eyes in peace.” Ray- 


mond and his friend were much af- 
fected; they promifed him to obey 
his fatherly injunctions ; and exhorted 
Edith to comfort her father, as they af- 
fectionately termed him, and to cheriſh 
thoſe hopes ſhe had heard him utter. 
Edith replied, ſhe would exert her abi- 
lities for the baron's comfort ; and 
would endeavour to partake his hopes. 
The baron took leave for the night, 
promiſing in the morning to bid them 


adieu, and to provide for the care of 


Edith. He departed, and the night 
by the friends was ſpent in bewailing, 
or paying a tribute of grief for their loſt 


loves, and performing a ſolemn dirge 


to their memories. The baron arrived 
early, 


b. 
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early, and found them unrefreſhed. 
He gueſſed in part their grief; but 
little kncw the depth of their deſpair, 
He preſented Raymond and Leodine 
each with a ring of great value, and 
hurried their departure. They took an 
affectionate leave of Edith, of the ba- 
ron, and the Druid, who had accom- 
panied him to take a farewel, and to 
beſtow his benediction. He alſo gave 
them ſome ſovereign herbs as anti- 
dotes againſt poiſon, or the bites of 
noxious animals; and equipping them- 
ſelves, after the manner of the times, 
mounted their ſteeds, and haſtened 
from the fight of their humble cottage 
and their friends, Edith following 
them with her eyes till they were loſt. 
on the diſtant hills, 


DrzeLy affected at the loſs of | ber 
brother and friend Edith retired, and 
6 5 indulged 
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indulged for a time her grief in tears. 
The baron ſaw her diſtreſs, and 


rightly judged they would relieve the - 


forrows of her mind. The worthy 
Druid and himſelf walked for a time, 


till they were fearful the exceſs of her 


grief might have a fatal effect, or at 


leaſt injure her health; they therefore 


ſought her, and defired her to take 
ſome refreſhment, which ſhe readily 
complied with. The baron then, put- 
ting on a jocular air, aſked her, if ſhe 
would lodge him with her, or retire 
with him to his concealment ? Edith 
bluſhed. The Druid gravely repeated 


the queſtion. Edith could not an- 


ſwer. I am become, my dear 
« Edith,“ ſaid the baron, ſeriouſly, 
te your natural protector: I am your 
& father: look on me as ſuch, and till 
* the return of Leodine, your brother 
« alſo. I therefore expect you, not 
with N. tyranny, but with 


He es, mad © is. e as 
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6 paternal love, to accompany me. 
«« I ſhall there entertain you in a way 


— 


« you little think of, and in return 


« I require from you filial affec- 
c tion. Edith curtſied reſpectfully ; 
but her full heart could give no 
utterance to her lips; ſhe knelt, and 
Ekiſſed with fervor the hand of the baron, 
who himſelf was moved to tears; and 


the Druid was not unafﬀected. The 


baron prepared for his departure, and 
Edith was ready to attend him. They 
left the cottage, and ere night ar- 


rived at the receſs. The baroneſs and 


Iſabella were waiting to receive their 
welcome gueſt, according to the pro- 
| miſe of the baron; and perhaps no 
ſurprize ever equalled that of Edith, 

on her entering it, to meet the 
lady of the baron, and that daughter 
for whom her brother had ſo long 
ſighed in vain, and lamented as dead. 
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Her aſtoniſhment had ſealed her lips ; 
and tears of joy ſtreamed copiouſly 


from her eyes. They embraced her 
in the moſt cordial manner; no ſupe- 


riority appeared.; nor would they ſuf- 
fer her to behave as an inferior. The 
Joy ſhe experienced at this pleaſing 
moment, removed at once that load 
of grief which overwhelmed her, and 
the ſociety of a lovely female added 
to their family, gave new life to the 


baroneſs and Iſabella, eſpecially of 
that one to whom they were indebted 
for the life of the baron. They had 


long loved her, from the baron's re- 
port, and now abſolutely idolized 
her. The good old Leonard was like- 
wiſe enraptured with the ſaviour of 


his mafter, and the baron was de- 


lighted with the joy he obſerved on 


all their countenances. Thè baron had 


introduced Edith as a daughter, and 
5 joining 
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joining their hands, ſaid to Iſabella, 
« Here, my child, receive another 
* Ellen; ſhe is worthy all your love; 
and to her I owe what you owe to 
« me, life; therefore ſhe is my more 
than daughter. Her brother will 
* creaſing happineſs, and with him 
*« my ſon Raymond, the partner of 
“ his journey. Edith fecretly wiſhed 
Leodine had known of Iſabella's ſafety ; 


and the moſt lively hope pervaded her 


breaſt, that the baron could not re- 
fuſe the hand of Iſabella to him, fince 
he had acknowledged him as a ſon; 
and was conſtantly repeating the ob- 
ligation he was under to him for the 
preſervation of his life, and the ten- 
der care they had beſtowed, for ſo 
long a period, to reſtore him to health, 
all which had ſo happily been accom- 
pliſhed. The firſt evening was ſpent, 


I hope, ere long, join us with in- 
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as may be ſuppoſed, in recounting 
their different adventures ; all which 
ſurprized and aſtoniſhed each other. 
The privacy of their retreat, and its 
fituation, with what related to the 
caſtle, to Ellen, and to Alice, were 
as yet ordered to be cloſely obſerved ; 
and it was a reſtraint on the ladies to 
conceal from Edith any circumſtance, 
eſpecially as ſhe had been ſo ſingu- 
_ larly beneficial to them; but it was 
the baron's order; and the baron was 
poſitive. They retired to reſt, Iſa- 
bella and Edith ſharing the ſame bed ; 
and a friendſhip, ftrong and laſting as 
death, was cemented the firſt hour of 
their acquaintance. Edith, at all op- 


portunities, ſpoke in rapturous praiſe 


of her brother Leodine. Ifabella 
knew him but little, yet through gra- 


titude was ſtrongly attached to him. 


They flept not much the firſt night, 
| and 
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and roſe early to partake the refreſh. 
ing air at the mouth of the cave, be- 
fore the danger of being ſeen com- 


menced. Leonard had diſpoſed to 


ſome merchants, at a diſtance from 
Arville Caſtle, many of thoſe jewels 


brought by Ellen, and they had lately 
enjoyed the neceffaries and comforts 


of life. 


DvuxixG the abſence of Ellen from 
the caſtle, Leonard and the baron had 
made frequent nocturnal viſits ; they 
wanted the comforts of beds; and 
finding things in general in the apart- 
ments as when left by them, the caſ- 
tle free from inhabitants, the garriſon 
alone being left, and thoſe in a diſ- 
tant part from the apartments, had 
ventured to fleep in thoſe they for- 
merly occupied, and which they con- 
tinued to do ſome time: but on an 

alarm 
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alarm being given by ſound of trum- 
pet once in the dead of night, they 
either thought themſelves diſcovered, 
or that the Romans were returning, 


and determined to riſk no more their 


lives in ſleep. They never knew the 
cauſe of the alarm, as every thing ap- 
peared in the ſame ſtate, and all re- 


mained quiet; but they rightly imagin- 


ed as Providence had ſo miraculouſly 
put it in their power, they had a right 
to embrace the opportunity of remov- 
ing to their receſs, thoſe things which 
they were in need of. They accord- 
ingly loſt no time; and procured four 
beds, and every convenient accom- 
modation they required, with all their 
clothing, which remained untouched ; 
their lute and harp alſo was confi- 
dered as neceſſary to their happineſs, 
and faving the want of the glorious 
luminary of the day, they found them- 
ſelves 


137 
felves as comfortable as the circum- 
ſtances of the times and their ſitu- 
ation would admit. Daily with ador- 
ation to the Supreme Giver of all, 
did they pour their thankful ſongs of 
gratitude for their ſingular preſerva- 

tion, while ſo many noble families 
had been annihilated. The Romans 
had overlooked, or being unac- 
quainted with the Britiſh method of 
ſtowing their wines, had not obſerved 
a cellar, in which the baron had no 
ſmall ſtock, and which to their unut- 
terable aſtoniſhment Leonard found 
untouched. This was joy indeed in- 
expreſſible, as it was not eaſy to be 
procured free from diſcovery, and 
called forth all their thanks and praiſe 

to the Univerſal Father of every good, 
and who will not forſake thoſe that 
truſt in him. It took ſome time to 
remove this precious ſtore, and con- 
_ tributed 
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tributed much to their continual 


comfort. Edith was aſtoniſhed to 


find all things in ſuch neatneſs and 
order, and much more to ſee a table 
decently ſtorcd in ſo dreary a place; 


but to her the myſtery yet remained ; 
and Edith had too much good ſenſe 
to ſhow an inquiſitive mind. They 


paſſed their days in harmony and im- 


proving converſation; the evenings 


in cheriſhing each other's hopes ; their 


nights in dreaming of future feli- 
city. 


Tuvus paſſed their time agreeably, 
but almoſt an entire ſameneſs pre- 
vailed. The ladies indeed found em- 
ployment in providing a preſent for 


their friends, and each ſtrove which 
ſhould produce the moſt exquiſite 
piece of embroidery ; but emulation 


in them did not produce envy; and 
the 


% 
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the longer they lived, the more they 
endeared each other. The baroneſs 
ſhared her affections equally, and fre- 


quently declared ſhe looked on Edith 


as her firſt born ; and jocoſely would 
obſerve, ſhe ought to be her fa- 
vourite, as ſhe had reſtored a long 
loſt huſband to her arms. Ifabella 
acknowledged the juſtneſs of the re- 


mark, and would freely yield all the 


privileges of her birth right. Edith 
was often overcome with their gener- 
ous love, and could only anſwer ſuch 
ſentiments with tears of gratitude. 
The baron would amuſe them ſome. 


times in repeating the hiſtory of his 


youth ; his love for the baroneſs, and 


the difficulties he encountered to win 


her. Sometimes he would recount 
the battles he had been engaged 


in, the many fearful eſcapes he had 
had, and the numerous armies he had 


ſeen 
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ſeen deftroyed ; the many changes his 


country had undergone in a few years ; 


and in ſhort, the hiſtory of his life, 


and that of Britain—recounted the 
prodigious and gallant exploits of the 


Britiſh chiefs, and forgot not when a 
Roman had performed his duty to his 


country and exerciſed the rights of 
humanity. Some there were of whom 
he ſpoke in the higheſt ſtrains of pa- 
negyric, others he named that were 


not fit to be ranked even with brutes, 
and to whoſe more than brutal rage, 


the female part of the Britons ſhame. 
fully fell a ſacrifice. Sometimes Leo- 
nard and himſelf would play on war- 
like inſtruments the various ſongs of 


battle, and ſometimes the lute and 


harp, in gentler notes, to the angelic 


voices of the ladies. Thus happily, 


or at leaſt contentedly, paſſed a ſpace 
of two years, Edith ftill not knowing 
their 
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their vicinity to the caſtle, and al- 
ways praying for the return of her 
brother and Raymond. 


Eprru at length ventured in confi- 
dence to diſcloſe the love of Leodine 
to Iſabella, who heard it with ſome ſur- 
prize, but without anger, and thought 
ſhe could prefer the love of Raymond 
toany other ; but, as before obſerved, 
her love was not of an ardent or ex- 
traordinary nature, the viciſſitudes of 
her life, the tender care of her mo- 
ther, and want of ſociety, had ſhut 
her heart againſt any propenſity of a 
more tender nature. The arrival of 
her father had alſo called for a divi- 
fion of her affection; and till ſhe 
heard of Raymond at the cottage of 
Edith, had not once thought of love ; 
ſhe even then loved him as the pre- 
ſerver of her father, and in that light 

| Leodine 
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Leodine had an equal, if not ſuperior 
right to her ceaſeleſs love and grati- 


tude. Now, however, ſhe thought 


of what Edith had imparted; and 


ſtrongly ſuſpected an attachment be- 


twixt her and Raymond. Forbid 
« it Heaven! forbid it gratitude,” 


ſhe filently ejaculated ; ** Iſabella may 


* be the ſiſter, but never will be the 
<«« rival of her beloved Edith.” 


* 


CHAP. IX. 


— — — Woulcd'ſt thou ſhudder ? 

Crimes unheard of now await thine ear, 

And try thy nature, perhaps, twere better 

Miſs'd, or ne'er been told. Such tales of horror 

Thrill the feeling breaſt, and rend the heart- 
ſtrings. a 

Still good oft times from evil ſprings. So now ! 


„ Leodine were now 
purſuing their journey, and deter- 
mined to viſit Rome, according to the 
deſire of the baron, but without any 
idea of what ſervice it could render 
him; ſo cloſely had he kept his ſe- 
cret. They propoſed making their 
journey as far about as poſſible, to 
divert their time. Raymond hoped 
indeed to ſee Julius, for whom he had 
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an high eſteem. They were traverſing 
a large foreſt near the cloſe of night, 


when the moſt diſmal ſhrieks drew 


their attention; and they could not 
trace from whence they came : they 


followed their ſounds till they were 


-bewildered by the darkneſs of the 
night. The moſt profound filence 
reigned through the vaſt expanſe of 
heaven; not a ſtar to direct their 


way. Horrible ſhrieks ſtill inter- 


rupted their courſe; they were now 
in real fear, leaſt they ſhould not be 
able to render any aſſiſtance to the 
objects of diſtreſs, which had alarmed 
them, nor provide for their own ſafe- 
ty. They could not conceal their ſen- 
timents from each other, and were 
devifing means for keeping together, 
when on a ſudden they heard ſome 
voices, and immediately found them- 
”O ſurrounded by a number of 
armed 
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armed men, who ſoon informed them 
they ſhould be lodged in a place of 
ſafety. They drew their ſabres, and 
dealt furiouſly about them, but diſ- 


covered, by lights which the ruffians 
had brought, that their numbers were 
very ſtrong, and the horribleneſs of 


their language left no room to doubt 
they were a banditti of robbers ; that 
doubtleſs, the cries they heard procee- 


ded from ſome who had fell victims to 


their power. They however were re- 
ſolved to fight for their lives, which 
they did; endeavouring, at the ſame 
time, to make a retreat ; but that was 


_ impoſſible; and they, after each killing 


ſeveral of them, were overpowered by 
numbers, who with dreadful impre- 
cations tore them from their horſes, 
and conveyed them to a horrible ca- 
vern, where they puſhed them in with 
the moſt infernal rage, and tying their 
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hands and feet, threw them on the 
cold ground; happy, they thought 
themſelves for a moment, that they 
yet exiſted ; but recollection ſoon ſet 
all the horrors of their ſituation full 


in their view. The night was but a 
dreadful prelude to the ſucceeding 


day. Their dungeon was opened at 
the dawn by fix ruffians, who ap- 
peared armed at all points, and who, 
in the moſt vociferous manner, de- 
manded their names, qualities, and 
where they were bound to, on pain of 


immediate death. They gave them a 


true account of their names; the 
buſineſs on which they were going, 


they ſaid, was to find employ in which 


they might be uſeful to their country. 
(Reſerving all accounts reſpecting the 
baron as improper, and at preſent 
needleſs.) They then left ſome 
and water, and again cl 
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with maſſy bars, after untying their 


hands. They made a ſorrowful re- 
paſt, dreading more than death a ſe- 
paration, and the grief of thoſe moſt 
dear to them. They failed not to 


ſupplicate the Supreme Being to pro- 


tect them in this important moment; 
but, alas, they were to undergo mis- 
fortunes which the worthy baron lit- 


tle foreſaw when he ſo eagerly preſſed 


their departure. Ina few hours their 
keepers returned, leading in a man of 
a noble mein, but much debilitated, 
with a ſternneſs in his look ſufficient 
to chill the moſt undaunted ſoul ; 
a ſeat was brought, and he was placed 
with great form in the dungeon; 
lights were introduced, and they were 
repreſented as cavaliers, who had dared 
to encroach on his territories, with a 
view of diſcovering ſome noiſe which 


they had heard, and which they ought - 
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not to have noticed; concerning which 
they allo overheard their intentions; 
and as it was againſt their laws and cuſ- - 
toms to permit any with impunity to 
make excurſions on that foreſt, they 
demanded of him, as their king, and 
judge, what puniſhment ſhould be 
inflicted on them? Their king, as he 
was called, and who indeed had outward 
dignity ſufficient for the title, now 
ordered them to ſpeak for themſelves, 
and explain their intentions, as they 
muſt by this time know, that they had 
treſpaſſed on his territories, and for 
which thouſands had ſuffered death; 
the noiſe they meant to ſuccour was 
from ſome in their own ſituation, 
who had been guilty of the ſame 
enormities, and were now ſuffering 
for their temerity ; he however found 
himſelf prepoſſeſſed in their favour 
from their youth and appearance, and 
. 
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would give them this day to conſider 
of a propoſal which would fave them 
from the puniſhment due to the hei- 
nouſneſs of their crimes, and was as 
follows; they had a regular commu- 
nity, were governed by their own 
laws, had all the neceſſaries, and 
ſome luxuries of life; they had their 
women, and children, and ſhould. 
doubtleſs find ſome matches for them, 
which would do them honour ; they 
would each have an appointment wor- 
thy a cavalier's notice, and might 
paſs the remainder of their days in 
comfort, undiſturbed by thoſe nu- 
merous broils and changes which con- 
tinually were harraſſing the people of 
Britain. © I ſpent my youth,” con- 
tinued he, © in the ſervice of my 
country, but found it unable either 
*« to reward my courage, or give me 
« a ſtability in it; I therefore left the 

H 3 6e world 
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« world in diſguſt, and retired here oy 
« with my wife, my family, and ſe- dig 
e vyeral others of my neighbours, who | © 
«« joined in my ſcheme, and we now ö f 
* amount to many hundreds. We 

e accept thoſe whoſe countenance we 7 


* approve as citizens, on Certain re- : 
“ ſtrictions and conditions, which, hi 


« if any refuſe, they never have the _ 
*« offer repeated; and ſome are now hos 
te ſuffering all the bitterneſs of woe 1 
« for refuſing it. You have, as! fr 
« before obſerved, found favour in P- 


* our eyes; and therefore we are wil- 
« ling to give you this day and night 
*« for your acceptance of our boon ; 


« or refuſal, which hurls you to mi- ü 
« ſery. I ſeldom condeſcend to per- 
*« ſuade, but a partiality in your fa- 
« your has made me diſcloſe to you 
ce what I never did to any other pre- 
te vious to their inauguration.” Ray- 
mond 


ARVILLE CASTLE. 152 


mond attempted to ſpeak ; but the 
dignified chief, waving his hand, 
aroſe, and ſaid, I do not expect 
* your anſwer till to-morrow morn- 
* ing. Conſult your own welfare, 


* and become my friends. Fare- 
* well!!“ He was then led back and 


his feat removed in the ſame manner 


in which he entered, and the doors 
were again faſtened on them; but 


one ſoon returned, and brought ſome 
fruit, and wine, and immediately de- 
parted. 


THEy werenow toenter on their con- 


ſultation and determination. © Alas!“ 


ſaid Leodine, © our fate ſeems to be 
to mix our deſpair among thoſe 


« unhappy mortals which innocently 
% drew us into this terrible ſnare ! 
« What are theſe who boaſt of their 
« community, but a banditti, who 
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« hve by plundering thoſe unhappy 
« wretches who inadvertently paſs 
« this dreadful foreſt? and from which 
, no one returns to warn the world 
« of its terrific horrors !'* © Ah! my 
« friend, replied Raymond, © your 
te conjectures I believe are truly juſt. 
« Would to Heaven I had left my 
« Leodine to have been ſtill a ſon to 
* the Baron Arville! My own life is 
« as a duſt in the balance; I value it 
te not, unleſs it be to adminiſter that 
©« comfort to others, which I am in- 
* capable of receiving. As for you, 
J have torn you from a ſiſter, who 
* loves, and is beloved equally ; but 
« for me, I ama vagabond and a fu- 
c“ gitive, I, perhaps, deferve my 
« fate in refiſting the will of Heaven, 
« in ſtill cheriſhing and harbouring 
© © in my breaſt a paſſion, which it is 

*«« impoſlible togratify, ſince the object 


* 
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* js no more. I ſee, I feel its incon- 
e fiſtency, and would with joy meet 
« death in any form; but for you, 
« my friend, my brother, my heart 
e feels unutterable woe. Oh! gen- 
« tle ſpirit of my Ellen, hover over 
4 8s; protect Leodine, and reſtore 
him to his peaceful habitation, to 
e ſooth your beloved parent: and if 
interceſſion in a world of ſpirits can 
« avail mortals who are here, rend 
« my heart- ſtrings, and remove me 
* from this ſcene of carnage, for ſuch 
te] fear to find it !'* Raymond would 
ſtill have continued, but Leodinc 
embracing him, ſaid, © Fear not, my 
Raymond; my ſiſter will not want 
* a protector, nor the baron a ſon. 
* That power that has removed us 
* will doubtleſs provide new friends 
te for thoſe ſo dear to us; and for wiſe 
* and good ends, if it be our lot to 
«« periſh, let us periſh as becomes 
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« men, and Britons; nor fear the 
* vengeance that lately ſounded in 
% our ears.” This energetic ſpeech 
rouſed Raymond from his melancholy 
reverie; and they immediately de- 
termined to let their anſwer be firm 
and manly : not to ſhow a fear at their 
power, nor to provoke it, with ill- 


judged ſpeeches. They taſted their 


fruit and wine, and found themſel ves 
much refreſhed ; they eat and drank 
of it as a gift of Heaven, nor gave a 
thought of the manner in which it had 
been procured. 


TowaDs night their door opened, 
and a man brought a bundle of ſtraw, 
maliciouſly obſerving, it was an un- 
uſual thing to treat their priſoners 
thus: they, however, returned their 
devout thanks to that Power who had 
permitted them to grant this com- 
fortablc 
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 fortable indulgence, and recommend- 
ing themſelves to the ſame divine 
protection, laid themſelves down, and 


enjoyed a repoſe, little expected, in 
the apparent ſhades of death. The 


morning was far advanced, when the 
ſame ruffians who had conducted 


their king to the dungeon appeared,. 
to conduct them to him; they were 
untied, and brought to a ſpacious ca- 
vern, which received light from the 
ground above them, where ſat, in 
kingly ſtate, this veteran in iniquity,. 


and who, relaxing from that ſeverity 


he had aſſumed on his firſt appear- 


ing, aſked how they had paſſed the 
night? They replied, that they had 


enjoyed a good repoſe, and returned. 


him thanks for the indulgence they 
had experienced. He then proceeded 


to aſk what was the reſult of their 
deliberations to the generous propoſal 
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he had offered them. Raymond, 


with a ſuperior dignity peculiar to 


himſelf, replied, © Dread fire, in 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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cc 


Dunſtan, for that was the name of 


your hands undoubtedly are our 
lives. We are Britons, and cava- 


liers, and ſhall be equally glad to 


accept any propoſal or commiſſion 
we, with honour to our charac- 
ters, can accede to; but, you will 
recollect, fir, you did not inform 
us in what way we were to apply 
our ſervices to the public weal. 


' Your goodneſs will inform us of 


thoſe particulars. We want no 


further time to determine, than you 


will kindly uſe in explaining to us 
thoſe things you require, and thoſe 
reſtrictions you before mentioned.“ 


this ſelf- created king, now knit his 
brows, and had reſumed that ſeverity 
«hich had given place to a milder 


aſpect 
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aſpect on their firſt appearance, and 


ſternly aſked, © Do you ſuſpect my 2 
* honour, that you will need ſuch 5 | 
* explanations? But to ſhow you vx | 
that I deſign not to deceive, I will Ke 
order ſome of my people to ſhow Ol 
* you our boundaries, our families, + 
© our employments, and above all = 
* our puniſhments.” Raymond and . 


Leodine bowed reſpectfully; and a 
cup of wine with bread was brought 
to them, of which Dunſtan alſo par- 
took, it was of the richeſt flavour, 
and the cup of maſly filver. None 
ſat in his preſence; and he lamented 
his infirmities that he could not 
attend them in perſon; „but re. 
c member,” ſays he, Life, and 
“ worſe than death is before you. 
* I intreat you to become my friends; 
* my people ſhall all bow in ſubmiſ- 
* ſion to your wills when you have 
s * paſſed 
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0 paſſed your proper inauguration ; 


ce 


cc 


your family (to Raymond, he faid) 
requires it; I knew your anceſtors ; 


I revered their virtues, and their 


valour, and I reſpect you for their 
ſakes ; adviſe well with your hearts ; 
nor give me cauſe to execute that 
which will give me ſincere grief, 
but which, the being and welfare 
of my ftate compels me to. Go, 


with an unprejudiced mind; and 


remember, no ſtate, whether great 
or ſmall, can hold together unleſs 
crimes are puniſhed, and made a 
laſting example to deter others 
from the folly of their ways. If 
you accept my offered friendſhip, 


return hither ; if not, you neither 


« ſee my face, nor peace again!“ 


i 


CHAP. X. 


Their wraths are kindled, and their ſouls in 
flames. 
Js winw vice prefrrmed he doutel dro, 
The wondering captives gaze with care oppreſs d, 
And chilling horrors freeze now each fad breaſt. 
Oh, could theſe arms, in ſilence they rejoin' d, 
From that foul bulk diſlodge thy bloody mind! 
That he when living wretched men obey'd, 
ata. qr 
Homer's Oddyſley. 


— ͥ - 


Ray MOND and Leodine were now 
led from the preſence of Dunſtan, and 
introduced to a ſet of men they had 
not before ſeen, who received the or- 
ders of their king, to ſhow every par- 
ticular belonging to their ſociety 

or 
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or community. They immediately 
mounted them on horſes, and a dozen 
of them, as a guard, well armed, ſur- 
rounded, and conducted them full 
gallop round the foreſt, which was of 
an immenſe ſize. This, they told them; 
were the boundaries. A road at the 
extremity was all which travellers 
might paſs in ſafety ; all who over- 
ſtepped thoſe bounds were lawful pri- 
zes to their king, with whatever trea- 
ſure they poſſeſſed ; but the road itſelf 
was ſacred to whoever kept in it; their 
laws not permitting any to be moleſted 
on it. This done, the immenſity of the 
foreſt having employed the moſt of the 
day, and darkneſs beginning to cover 
the face of the ſky, they returned, and 
were conducted to their dungeon. 
Clean ſtraw, and ſome roaſted veni- 
ſon, with wine, were placed for their 
| refreſh= 
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refreſhment, and they were : faſtened 
up for the night. 


Tur had obſerved the hopeleſs- 
neſs of their fituation, being in- 
formed, that guards were regularly 
employed to watch the motions of 
every traveller, ſo that however nu- 
merous they might be, or well armed, 
none were able to eſcape, if they com- 
mitted the treſpaſſes above mentioned, 
not a ſingle inſtance to the contrary 
ever having occurred. They how- 
ever determined to ſuffer all the hor- 
rors of torture, rather than unite 
themſelves in ſo infamous a ſociety ; 
but reſolved, at the ſame time, to 
ſuffer themſelves to be ſhown the full 
extent of this abode of iniquity, be- 


fore they informed them of their re- 


ſolution. The night was ſpent in 
prayer and watching, leaſt another 
together 
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together might not be permitted ; 


and at the morning dawn they were 


again brought out, but their attend- 


ants were now on foot, were alſo 


well armed. They were brought to a 
near part of the foreſt, when they 
were ſurprized' at a number of men, 
regular in ſize, uniform in dreſſes of 
blue and gold, with arms of glitter- 
ing ſteel, and armour of exquiſite 
beauty ; their helmets adorned with 


large feathers, making a noble and 


martial appearance. Dunſtan was al- 
ready there, in a car elegantly deco- 
rated, and they performed their mili- 


tary evolutions with the greateſt eaſe 


and exactneſs, both on horſe and foot, 
with a band of martial muſic ; the 
whole forming a fight, in any other 
fituation than that of our unfortunate 


friends, truly grand and pleaſing. This 


over they returned * the ſame way, 
till 
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till they reached a place which had 
the appearance of a bower, but in the 
midſt of which they deſcended by 
ſteps neatly cut in the earth, and 
winding round ſeveral times till they 
arrived at the bottom, when their 
aſtoniſhment was greatly increaſed, to 
ſee a number of ſmall, but neat cot- 
tages, well formed, and ſeemingly 
well furniſhed, but no fign of inha- 
' bitants. They were told, thoſe men 
whom they ſaw armed in the field oc- 
cupied theſe habitations, and were 
not yet returned. They aſcended by 
.a different way that led to a caſtle, 
which had all the appearance of an- 
tient grandeur, but was now defaced 
by time. This, they informed them, 
was a Caſtle of great note, but by 
ſome fatality was much troubled by 
ſupernatural appearances, and therefore 
uſed by them only as a priſon for 
thoſe 
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thoſe who would not confent to be- 


long to their ſociety ; Where they were 
not only tormented by their means, 
but in conſtant terror from the horrors 


of thoſe ſpectres which continually 
alarmed them. They ſhowed them a 


fight of fome of the unhappy ſuf- 


ferers, who were indeed monuments 


of unutterable miſery. 


Tars dreadful fight of their future 
abode thrilled indeed their ſouls with 
horror; but their native and un- 
daunted courage did not ſhrink from 


it, as their liberty was to be purchaſed 


by becoming partners in ſuch atro- 
cious crimes. They were led from 
that ſcene of wretchedneſs, to one 
quite oppoſite in its effects, but 
equally diſguſting to ſouls as chaſte as 
theirs—a number of women, beauti- 
ful as the ſylvan or fabled nymphs 
- 0a 
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and graces, ſporting with every wan- Th | 
ton glance and attitude in a ſpacious wi | 
bath, unheedful of thoſe eyes from h ja 


hom modeſty would have ſhrinked PAT, | 

and ſtood appalled. Raymond and * 

his friend turned afide from the un- 

hallowed ſcene, while their conduc- 

tors told them, that any of thoſe 

beautiful creatures would be for their 

pleaſure. Raymond aſked, Who 

« are they?” © There are ſome of 

« them our children, whoſe beauty is 

«© deemed of too much conſequence 

ce to be made the wife of one man. 

« Thoſe who are not poſſeſſed of thoſe 

«« outward qualifications we marry as 

we can, among our own commu- 

% nity, for the benefit of propaga- 

“ tion, allowing thoſe men, at the 

« ſame time, the indulgence of beauty 

e wherever they can make themſelves 

« agreeable. Others of them are @ 
« children 


TO 
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ce children whom we take from their 
te parents when they treſpaſs on our 
* bounds; and thoſe, if handſome, - 
« we train up with our own ; if other- 
« wiſe, they take the ſame chance 
« with our other daughters. The 
te males we fortunately take, we bring 
* up among our own, and make no 
* diſtinction between them; but if 
e they are old enough to reſiſt, they 
ee ſhare the fate of thoſe of their pa- 
« rents who refuſe to enliſt under our 
« banners. Such are our laws re- 
« ſpecting our women and captives.”” 
They then conducted them to a place, 
where nought but darkneſs reigned, 
through a paſſage into another bottom 
or valley, whoſe top opened into the 
foreſt, its edge ſurrounded by trees, 
and where light was admitted; here 
they beheld women and female chil- 
| dren in abundance; the women were 
= plain 2 


| ARVILLE CASTLE. © 167 


plain both in hahit and perſon, but 
none diſagreeable; all employed in 
domeſtic duties ; many of the children 
were beautiful as Eve has been repre- 
ſented, when ſhe firſt came from the 
hands of her Divine Creator. Alas!” 
ſighed theſe friends, © to what ini- 
r quitous ſcenes of miſery art thou 
« reſerved! Initiated in the depth 
« of wickedneſs before thou canſt 
« form thyſelf one idea, much leſs 
% to know the good from evil: un- 
© paralleled wretchedneſs, and woe 
“ extreme!“ 


Nrour appearing, and being in- 
formed they had been ſhown all their 
laws and cuſtoms, they had only now 
to fix their reſolution, and this night 
a further indulgence, was given for 
the purpoſe. They, as before, were 

ſhut in their dungeon ; and a plen- 
| tiful 
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tiful meal of veniſon, fruit, and wine, 
was ſet before them. Their determi- 
nations wanted no arguments; they 
were unanimouſly reſolved to bear all 


the tortures in the power of thoſe 


monſters to inflict, rather than ſully 


their fame, or linger out their lives 


in profeſſed villainy. During their 
ſupper, of which they eat hear- 
tily, all their fears were leſt they ſhould 


be ſeparated. They were alarmed by 
a violent ſhouting, and the ſounding 


of trumpets, which ſeemed, on cloſe 
attention, to be ſome priſoners bring- 
ing in, and which proved but too 


true. They heard the clanging of 
maſſy doors, and the lamentations of 


both women and children. 


Tur following morning Raymond 
and Leodine were informed that they 


were going to inaugurate a priſoner 
into their community, which was 
among 
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among thoſe taken the preceding 


night, and that through favour of - 


their prince they were to be witneſs 
of the ceremony. They bowed aſ- 
ſent; and about noon their conduc- 
tors opened the door of their cell and 
brought them to a field, in the mid- 


dle of which an altar was raiſed, and 


ſeats placed in rows in manner of an 
amphitheatre, for the accommodation 
of a great number of auditors. On 
one fide ſat thoſe women whoſe beauty 
we have before noticed; at their 
backs thoſe who for themſelves were 
fortunately not ranked among them, 
but were their ſervants. On the 
oppoſite ſide, on an elevated kind 
of throne ſat their king, and around 
him thoſe men who had made 


ſo martial an appearance in the 


field; the whole groupe formed a 
Wgealing ſcene. Not ſo did it conti- 
. * nue. 
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nue. A number of men brought 
wood, and placed it on the altar. 
Our heroes were ſeated in a conſpi- 
cuous part in front of it, and ſhortly 


after a man, who proved to be the 


priſoner for whom all this ceremony 
was performed, was brought forth, 
dreſſed in a white robe, with a civic 
crown on his brow, and after him the 
victim attended by a band performing 


a ſolemn dirge. But who can paint 


the horror, the ſurprize, and indig- 
nation of our friends, at a fight ſo 
contrary to every kind of ſociety and 
humanity ? In vain their indignation 
burnt their noble breaſts, their hands 


were unequal to the taſk, which 


their hearts and courage would have 


prompted them to. Gladly, had they 
poſſeſſed their arms, would they have 


flown on thoſe monſters, and died at 
leaſt in the humane action of endea- 


vouring 
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vouring to emancipate a fellow crea- 
ture from the butchering hands of 
thoſe infernal ruffians, one of whom, 
in the habit of a prieſt, made an ora- 
tion, in which he applauded the vir- 
tues of this new member of their ſo- 
ciety, and declaiming in violent terms 
againſt the folly of the victim now 
going to ſuffer, who had had an equal 
chance of being admitted as any other, 
but his obſtinate refuſal had brought 
him to this criſis, in which the mag- 
nanimity of the other was naw going 
to ſhine conſpicuous. He aſked the 
victim in a ſolemn tone, if he was 
not convinced, that their offers had 
been truly generous? He, in a manly 
tone, and with much dignity replied, 
that the only generoſity he had expe- 
rienced was at the preſent moment, 
when he was going to be releaſed 
from thoſe unparalleled ſufferings 

12 which 
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which he had fo long undergone ; that 


he indeed returned them his grateful 
thanks for the mercy now granted 
him, which obliterated all remem- 


brance of his former ſufferings; he 


wHhed only that all his companions in 
miſery were going to ſhare his happy 
fate, that ſo many united torments 
might be at once annihilated. —Dun- 
ſtan gave a ſignal, which in a moment 
produced an order for him to hold his 
impious tongue; and ſince he dared to 
recount his ſufferings, they ſhould be 
ſtill continued; and one leſs hardy 
ſhould ſuffer in his ſtead. He was 
immediately hurried back ; and ſoon 
another victim made his appearance— 
a youth whoſe beauty and innocence. 
would have arreſted the pity of any 
but the monſters with which he had 
to do. The prieſt repeated partly 
what had been ſaid to the other; and 


the 


itſ 
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the youth returned only his thanks for * 
the preſent lenity. At a ſignal given, Ha | 
the executioner ſeized the lovely vic- ] 1 
tim, and lanced each of his arms; a 
the blood was caught in veſſels of ſil- ** 
ver, and the new member of this in- A | 
fernal ſociety was immediately fprink+ E > 
led over with it. The unfortunate 74 
youth beginning to faint, was placed b 1 | 
9 of the pile, which be- | 1 
ing inſtantly ſet fire to, ſoon releaſed - 5 
him from the vale of miſery and woe; | ; 
his ſoul diſdained to complain ; and 4 
he was ſeen ſupplicating with a ſerene Re 
countenance, the Supreme Being, till [5 
the falling fire buried him from ob- 

ſervation, and proclaimed him no 

more! The wretch, for ſo we muſt 5 
call him, who was now a part of this | "4 
horde of villains, was compelled to ; 


ſwear, by all the torments that hell 
itſelf could invent, to be faithful ; 
gs I 3 and 
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and though he performed it, it was 
evidently with fear and trembling. 
His robe of blood was taken from 
him, and he was dreſſed en militaire, 
and conducted to the king of mon- 
ſters, who embraced him, and placed 


him, at his right hand, in a car which 


conveyed them to the field, in all the 
pomp of majeſty; a band playing mar- 
tial muſic before them; and they, 
laſtly, in honor of their new compa- 
nion, performed their various evolu- 
tions. Raymond and Leodine, un- 
dera guard, were permitted to ſee the 
rejoicings of this day ; they conſiſted 


of various manly ſports, which di- 


veſted of theſe ſcenes of horror, were 
really pleaſing; they were, indeed, 
contrived to captivate the affections 
of thoſe women only, whoſe beauty 
intitled them to univerſal admiration ; 
as they alone were permitted to join the 


chearful 
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chearful throng; and were all drawn 


up in order for the hero to fix his 
choice on thoſe he moſt admired. The 


day was ſpent in all the voluptuouſneſs 


that fancy could invent, in dancing, 


and every delicacy with which Britain 


abounded, with wines of the choiceſt 
flavour, and fruits of every nation, 


which was a part of their plunder. 


The evening conducted the new-made 
villain to an elegant tent, ſpread and 
lighted with ſplendor, in the field; 
and two of the moſt beautiful females 
attended his introduction to this hell- 
iſh ſociety, that it might be con- 
cluded in the fight of all. Raymond 


and Leodine were re-conducted to 


their cell; and their anſwer being re- 
_ quired, they gave it, with every ſen- 
ſation of horror at what they beheld, 
and waited each moment the ſignal to 
commence their ſufferings. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Struck with unuſual fears ſhe trembling cries, 

She faints, ſhe falls, ſhe lifts her weeping eyes, 
What art thou ? Say, from whence, from whom 

you came, | 

Oh, more than human! tell thy race, thy name. 
She ſaw, ſhe knew him, and with eager pace 

Clung to her long-loſt fon in ſweet embrace. 


Sad pleaſing fight! with tears each eye run o'er, 


And ſobs of joy re-echoed more and more. 


Homer's Odyſſey. 


Warp RN we now to Ellen and her 
beloved Alice, who fince we ſaw 
them, have made the tour of Syria, 
where Julius had finiſhed his embaſſy 
with the ſame honors as before, and 
his affection for Alice continued no 
leſs than when ſhe firſt captivated the 
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heart of the gallant Roman. She had 
had no raving or violent paroxyſm of 
her diſorder for a long time; but a 
{tupor and melancholy ſtill pervaded 
her, and nothing but the faſcinating 
charms of Ellen's voice and finger had 
the leaſt predominancy over her. 
During a performance ſhe feemed al- 
ways ſenſible of ' muſic's effects, but 
the inſtant of its ſtopping,” her facul- 
ties appeared dead; and the fame to 
every converſation, every ſight, and 
every pleaſure that their united efforts 
could produce, all failed in their de- 
fired purpoſes, and they returned to 
Rome in no better a fituation than 
they left it. Indeed, at times, El- 
len feared much for the intellects of 
Julius, as his imitation of her melan- 
choly appeared to become almoſt re- 
aliſed: he would now and then ad- 
dreſs Ellen thus: „Oh, my friend, 
| © had 
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% had Providence made you really 
** what you appear, your endeavours to 
e reſtore the ſenſes of my Alice, and 


% your unremitted attention to me, 


© | believe, would, ere now, have 
© eſtranged my heart from this cold 
and unfortunate beauty, and laid it 
«« at your feet; but fince it is not fo, 
* help me ſtill to hope and feed the 
* fond delufion of calling Alice mine, 
© that in a wife and friend I may 
* ſhine ſuperior to the moſt mighty 
* monarch of the univerſe !'” In this 


and ſuch like diſcourſe paſſed their 


time when together, but Ellen pined 
for the Britiſh ſhore. She repreſented 
to her mind's eye the caſtle ; perhaps 
neglected, perhaps inhabited by ſome 
who had no claim; perhaps the 
owner, if any exiſted, pining under 


every hardſhip and want, and having 


not where to lay their heads. Julius 
I 6 feared 
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feared it not. I left a guard ſuffi- 
«« cient for any thing but an open re- 
e bellion; and of ſuch I have not 
* heard. The mere hope of finding 
« an owner would more than repay 
« me the trouble of a journey; and 
« if it will oblige Eglantine, as a 
* friend, we will immediately pre- 
* pare for a journey thither. Ellen 
was all gratitude, and expreſſed her 
thanks; aſſuring Julius that a ſtrong 
preſentiment in favour of the late in- 
habitants of that caſtle, would be to 
her ſufficient reaſon to undertake even 
any difficulties to obtain ſo deſirable 
an end. This was enough to ſtimulate 
Julius to order his equipage, and every 
neceſſary preparation for their journey. 
Ellen's ideas were elevated above her- 
ſelf, and the aſcendency ſne had over 
Julius made her deſire nothing but an 
opportunity to preſent her father and 
mother 
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mother to him; yet ſhe dare not own 
her ſex; her heart was as warmly as 
ever attached to Raymond, and ſhe 
was all defire to travel, hoping till 
to ſee one ſo much beloved. They 
were not tardy in their operations, 
and young Edwin was inraptured at 
the name of Britain ; but Julius made 
him promiſe to return willingly with 
him to Rome. Edwin childiſhly pro- 
miſed every thing; and Ellen ac- 
quainted Alice with their intentions. 
She received it, as every other infor- 
mation, without the leaſt alteration of 
countenance, or even noticing it. 


ELIN now thought to try one 


effort ere ſhe left Rome. She had 
taught young Edwin a ſong with 


which his father uſed to entertain his. 


mother in her retirement, and which 
ſhe, before her malady, took a pecu- 


— 
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liar pleaſure in repeating ; but Ellen 
had always avoided it, though Alice 
frequently herſelf would tune it to her 
Jute. She concealed Julius, and or- 
dered Edwin to be introduced while 
herſelf was entertaining Alice. She 
had given her inftructions how he was 
to act, and a ſervant brought him 
abruptly into the apartment. Ellen 
uſed every endearing word in her em- 
bracing him, as though the had not 
ſeen him, and after a little conver- 
ſation ſhe aſked him to repeat ſuch a 
ſong, he willingly obeyed, and clad 
as he was in his Britiſh dreſs for the 
firſt time, and being placed conſpi- 
cuouſly in the fight of his mother, 
his voice and perſon except ſize being 
the exact image of his father, and 
ſinging that ſong of all others the 
moſt dear to her, was ſufficient to 
rouſe the ſenſes, if the leaſt atom re- 
mained, 
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mained, of the moſt obſtinate maniac. 
He began. She had not apparently no- 
ticed the endearments of Ellen, but the 
voice was like an electric ſtroke ; ſhe 
ſtarted from her reverie, and with 
folded arms, liſtened to the youthful 
chaunter. The words caught her ear; 
and her eyes, for the firſt time, during 
her illneſs, were fixed on him as the 
only object of attraction. She liſtened 
with eagerneſs ; and with her eyes de- 
voured him in filence. What ecſtacy 
did not Julius and Ellen feel at this 
important moment! Near the cloſe l 
of the ſong, which was ſung in the Fa 


moſt correct, and indeed manly man- 5 
ner, ſhe ſprung from her ſeat, and ; 
ſeized the child, calling him her Ed- 17 
win, her huſband, her long loſt huſ- 3 ; 
band! “ But, where, my love, haſt 8 
* thou been thus long; and in what Ty 


* fairy land to be thus diminutive ? 
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« or has long weeping ſo injured my 
e fight, that I ſee thus? Heaven 


“ preſerve thee to me! Now never 


% more ſhall the clang”of arms drag 
c thee from mine arms enfolded thus! 
* Thou ſhalt live only on my boſom, 
«© as thou haſt always done in my 
© heart!” Here a moſt welcome 
flood of tears interpoſed, and ſeemed 


to eaſe her heart of loads of anguiſh! 


The child was much affected as were 
Ellen and Julius. He embraced her 
in the moſt ardent manner, ſoothing 
her tears, and telling her he was come 
to make her happy. © Oh bliſsful 
« day,” cried ſhe: © but why did 
« you ſo often come, and not ſuffer 
« me to lay hold on you? Why fo 
ce Often converſe with me, then draw 
« yourſelf away? Then I faw you all 
* perfect in your form as when you 


* took me bluthing to the altar, and 


© called 
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*« called me your's! Alas! my Ed- 
*« win, we have ſeen days and years 
* of ſorrow ſince that fatal parting !”” 
Ellen ventured to aſæ, Had you any 
« child?” Edwin caught the hint; 
© You had a ſon, madam; may I in- 


te treat you to know what became of 
be him?” She put her hand to her 


forehead, and ſeemed in a deep muſe ; 


a freſh flood of tears interpoſed, and 
the loudly fighing, cried, © Alas! I 


« think I had: but the barbarians 


e flew him before my face. I ſaw 
„ him no more: but he is happy.” 


* Indeed,“ cried Edwin, © ſo he is. 
* Beloved by a mother ſo dear, ſo 
* tender; fee and receive your ſon, 
% your long loſt Edwin. I am that 


« infant you ſuppoſed killed. I am 


% he; embrace me as ſuch, oh my 
% dear, my much loved mother; em- 
* brace, and love your ſon! What, 

| «© oh 
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c oh Heaven, have I done,” cried 
Alice, “to become thus the ſport of 
« fortune? I flattered myſelf I had 
« found my huſband, and am told 
te that what I have recovered is my 
% ſon, whom I ſaw ſtabbed before 
« mineeyes, and beheld his mangled 


body exhibited on the point of the 


« ſword! Why am I thus deceived ? 
« What profit will any receive by 
* torturing my ſoul with doubts ſo 
« dreadful ??* Ellen replied, © Dear 
* lady, do not thus terrify yourſelf. 
« Believe me, when I tell you, I have 
* no intereſt in deceiving you: but 
* that your belief on fuch poſitive 
te facts would yield me the moſt ex- 
« quiſite pleaſure that nature can be- 
« ftow. I will affure you, this is 
„ your Edwin, your ſon; he was in- 
« deed wounded; but through the 
« bleſſing of the Supreme was ſoon 
«« reſtored.” 
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reſtored.” d Why then,” ſhe ex- 
claimed, © was I not permitted to 


nurſe and enjoy the comfort a mo- 


ther feels in contributing to his 


welfare?” © A violent fit of 1ll- 


neſs,” ſaid Ellen, © prevented that 
happineſs ; and you have been fince 


travelling to recover the bleſſing of 


health, while the child has been 
tutoring and growing up to become 
the hope of your houfe, and your 
comfort! © Ah!” cried Alice 


dit the tale! Recollection how- 
ever furniſhes me with a proof, I 


ſhall not dare to doubt. I ſaw my 


huſband, juſt before he was called 
to that fatal battle which, I have 
been told, coſt him his life, fiercely 


attacked by a freebooter with a 


dagger, and which I thought pene- 
trated his breaſt : the violent im- 
| ce pulſe 


1 8 
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«« pulſe and agitation I was in, cauſed 
te me to affect my unborn child by 
« marking him on the breaſt with the 
*« appearance of a dagger; if there- 
« fore this is my ſon, he has that in- 
% dubitable proof of his birth. The 
child immediately bared his breaſt to 
his aſtoniſhed mother; and that un- 
deniable proof fully authenticated his 
birth. The rapture of all parties is 
undeſcribable ; and that of Alice un- 
utterable. She claſped him to her 
boſom : © Thou art indeed my ſon, 
« ſon of my love! The image of thy 
« adored father. Oh, bleſſing ſu- 
« preme! Joy beyond expreſſion ! 
« Oh, my friends! for now I can call 
« you ſuch, to whom ſhall I return my 
« thanks for this greateſt of bleſſings, 
“ unhoped, great as unexpected feli- 
00 city? Ah, my Edwin, wert thou but 
«« preſent, what joy could equal mine, 
| cc to 
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* to preſent to you this child, bloom 
« ing as the ſpring, and poſſeſſing | 
te thy every perfection!“ Julius, by vt 
an intimation from Ellen now en- 
tered, and Ellen preſented him to her, 
both as the preſerver of herſelf and 
child; aſſuring her, that the caſtle of 
Arville was ſtill preſerved for her uſe, 
whenever ſhe ſhould be able to take 
its command, as miſtreſs, by the ſame 
noble and generous patron. Alice 4 
with abundance of tears, returned him 
her warmeſt thanks for the bleſſing of 
her ſon's preſervation; and would 
have inquired of many circumſtances . 
that now crowded into her imagin- * 
ation: but her friends ſaw its hurtful 
tendency, and begged her to retire to 
reſt, and endeavour to compoſe the 
extraordinary hurry her ſpirits had 
undergone in the laſt hour. She was 
weak and faint, and readily complied, 1 
ir of 
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if her ſon might accompany her. The 
child was equally ready to attend her : 
he felt all the filial tenderneſs for this 
dear, but unfortunate parent, that na- 
ture ever implanted in the human 
breaſt : he ſoothed, and endeavoured 
to lull her to reſt by the foft melody 
of his voice, and Ellen had all the 
heart-felt pleaſure of perceiving her 
efforts in his tuition had not been in 
vain, either as a ſon, or a ſcholar; 
and young as he was, he poſſeſſed all 
the dignity of the houſe of Arville. 
Ellen had ſtudiouſly taught him the 
family, the extent of their manor, 
their cuſtoms, and the affection that. 
ſubſiſted among every branch of the 
family, all of which Edwin venerated 
in a ſuperior degree. He loved Ju- 
lius, and called him father; but El- 
len's leſſons, and a ſecret inſtinct 
made him wiſh to ſee England, and 
£5 Arville 


ARVILLE CASTLE. 191 


Arville Caſtle. He grieved with El- 
len at their dependence on Julius; 
but Ellen always ſuggeſted the hope 
that he might become the huſband of 
Alice, and bind their gratitude in 
bonds of love: ſhe therefore always 
encouraged him to call him father, 
and taught him the nature of their 
obligations to him for both life and 
every comfort they had experienced, 
ſince the unhappy deſtruction of their 


family. Edwin, with theſe inſtruc- 


tions, was every way ſuited to the 
company of his mother. But alas, 
joy is often the harbi-ger of ill, as of 
good news; and the exceſs of it was 
more than her tender nature could 
ſuſtain. She could not refrain from 
converſing with her ſon, nor conceal 
the ſtrong emotions that had ſeized 
her ſoul. Her diſorder ſeemed to re- 
turn with unuſual violence, ſuch as 

| _ threatened 
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threatened all their hopes of happi- 
neſs to be near an end. Ellen how- 


ever redoubled her attention, if poſſi- 
ble; and being ſtill in poſſeſſion of 
ſome of the Druid's preſcription, ſhe 
faithfully adminiſtered it, and in a few 


days her ravings left her; but a fever of 


a dangerous tendency had ſeized her 
frame, and young Edwin by his cloſe 
attention had nearly fell a victim to its 
baneful influence; Ellen and Julius 
alſo were in a ſimilar ſituation : they, 


however, happily recovered, but not 
till Ellen's real ſex was unavoidably 


known. She fell ill before Julius, who 
was in a ſingular dilemma how to act: 
he feared the deception might be a bar 
to his future happineſs, and delicacy 
required attendants of a different ſex : 
but he was ſoon undeceived himſelf, 
nor ſorry he was: Ellen, in her rav- 


ings, frequently calling Alice her be- 


loved 
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loved ſiſter, Edwin her adored bro- 
ther; ſpoke with ſuch correctneſs of 
the houſe of Arville, and lamenting 
Raymond, and calling herſelf the hap- 
leſs Ellen, that he began ſtrongly to 
ſuſpect what, on maturer conſideration, 
he found abſolute facts. He ordered 
the female domeſtic whom he had 
brought from Britain, and who had 
been diſcharged at the ſuit of Ellen, 
from attending Alice, to be inſtantly 
brought ; and himſelf conducted her 

to the chamber of Ellen, where ſhe in- 
ſtantly recognized the youngeſt daugh- 
ter of the Baron Arville. Nothing 
could equal the aſtoniſhment of Ju- 
lius at this unexpected diſcovery, yet 
he was no way diſpleaſed. He re- 
vered the name of Arville; and al- 
ways intending to re-eſtabliſh its 
houſe, was more than ever deter- 
mined to fulfil his intention. He 
vo. 1. K watched 
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watched over Ellen and Alice with the 


moſt tender ſolicitude; and anxiouſly 
waited the criſis of their diſorder ; 


though both ſeemed to grow worſe. 


He felt the want of Ellen, both as to 
her advice and attention; but, alas! 
how little can human foreſight avail 
againſt diſeaſe or death | Julius, with 
his unremitting attention to his fair 
invalids, caught the contagious in- 
fection; and long, very long was his 
life deſpaired of. Happy was it for 
the ſiſters, that they were in a ſtate of 
inſenſibility to this additional afflic- 
tion, as the bare idea of ſuch a loſs 
muſt have blaſted all their hopes of 
future happineſs. Julius was almoſt 


adored by the people of Rome, and 


Rome was ranſacked, as it were, to 
aid his recovery. His diſorder was 


watched by the greateſt men that 


Rome ever boaſted, which had, at 
| length, 


ARVILLE CASTLE, 195 


length, an happy change ; and each 


day he recovered ſome of his dormant 
faculties. | 


Hrs firſt rational enquiries were af- 
ter his beloved Alice, and her ſiſter 


Ellen; and was informed, that Alice 


was recovering ſlowly, but that Ellen 
waited with impatience to throw her- 
ſelf at his feet. Such intelligence did 
more for Julius than the whole Ro- 


man ſenate could have done; and he 


quickly begged her appearance, with 
which ſhe immediately complied. 
Embarraſſed at her new ſituation, be- 
ing acquainted with the diſcovery of 
the deception by the domeſtic we be- 
fore mentioned, ſhe yet feared not his 
anger, but for the meanneſs ſhe was 


ſenſible that accompanied all decep- 
tion: however he was her or:, friend, 
and Alice and her ſon had no other: 
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accordingly ſhe reſolved to conceal 
nothing from him, but to make a full 
confeſſion of every ſtep ſhe had taken 
ſince the fatal deſtruction of her fa- 


ther's houſe, and which, in conſe- 


quence of the many rrſolutions he had 
declared of reſtoring, ſeemed to be a 
moſt fit opportunity of diſcloſing the 

uation of her parents. She there- 
ore on her firſt entering his apart- 
ment attempted to throw herſelf at 
his feet, but weak, as he ſtill was, he 
prevented her ; he caught her in his 
arms, and embraced her with tranſ- 
port, and tears of affection. © Dear 
c and amiable Ellen,”” ſaid he, how 
ce doſt thou renovate my enfeebled 


e frame by once more bleſſing me 


« with thy preſence! Long and 
« painful has been my abſence from 
te all my ſoul held dear; but happily, 
te have not been continually ſenſible 

ce of 
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« of my loſs. My illneſs ſo much re- 


« ſembled that of my Alice and your- 
« ſelf, that though diſtreſſing as it 
« ſeems, yet probably preſerves the 
tc lives that otherwiſe would fink un- 
e der the weight of ſuch dire alarms. 
« Happy infenſibility | that I knew 
« not the extent of your ſufferings ! 
« Happy Edwin, that thy youth, in 
dec the midſt of health, was not aware 
* of thedangers that threatened thee, 
c if thou hadſt loſt us, who alone can 
« ftand thy friends! But tell me, 


« dear Ellen, what hope have I of 


« Alice being reſtored to health and 
e reaſon?” Ellen aſſured him, that 
her melancholy decreaſed but ſlowly ; 
but her hopes were not diminiſhed ; 
Alice's native air, and the preſence of 
her ſon, with the reſtoration of the 
houſe of Arville, gave her the firmeſt 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, with the bleſſing 
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of the Supreme Governor of the world, 
and what ſhe herſelf had to diſcloſe 
to them, would prove effectually her 
cure: and if ſo, gratitude itſelf muſt 
bow to love, to one ſo generouſly be- 
nevolent, great, and noble as himſelf. 


Jorius felt the compliment with 
conſcious hope that all would be re- 
alized ; and now intreated her to 
mention what ſhe had to diſcloſe. 
She told him ſhe muſt firſt obtain his 
poſitive pardon, or ſhe could not dare 
to utter a word, leſt ſhe ſhould for- 
feit for ever his favour, which would 
to her be worſe than death. He aſ- 
ſured her, that ſo great was his con- 
fidence in her, that nothing ſhe could 
utter could obliterate the great eſteem 
and affection he entertained for her 
perſon and qualities, and bid her haſ- 
tily ſpeak her mind with the utmoſt 
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freedom. © Tam, my lord,” ſhe re- 
plied, “as you now know, the 


cc 


(e 


« youngeſt daughter of the unfortu- 


nate Baron Arville ; and this con- 
ſtitutes the greateſt part of my fear 
for your forgiveneſs. You were 
too generous to be deceived; but I 
knew not your great and noble vir- 
tues, till experience had taught me 
the full force of your value. The 
requeſt I made you in Britain of 
bringing away my own apparel you 
are now at no loſs to conjecture ; I 
wiſhed to appear in my own cha- 
racter, but my ſex precluded the 
idea till your affection for Alice, 
and eſteem for me proved an auſpi- 
cious moment for the trial. 1 
hoped to have recalled her ſenſe of 
recollection on the firſt fight of 
me, and I was gratified at ſuſtain- 
ing my own character without your 
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c«c 


knowing my real ſex.” But 
why, my Ellen, did you fear me in 
that character?“ © Becauſe, my 
lord, my heart was pre-engaged, 
and made me a wanderer in my own - 
country ; and I will freely confeſs, 
it was a lover I fought; which 
made me quit my father, mother, 


and fiſter.” © What,” ſays Julius, 


have you now ſuch relatives as you 
have juſt mentioned? Les, my 
lord, I had when I left Britain; 
and I long for nothing fo much as 


to introduce you to them!? © Oh, 


Ellen,“ ſaid he, © if my word had 
not paſſed, I could not have for- 


given you this offence againſt na- 


ture, It was all my wiſh to have 
reſtored the houſe of Arville to its 
rightful lord ; why then haſt thou 
thus played thy part ſo contrary, 


« when you ſo well knew my wiſhes?” 


te Indeed, 
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Indeed, anſwered Ellen, .“ it has 
ſuch ſtrong appearances againſt me, 
as to make me deſerve the loſs of 
your favour : but I aſſure you, on 
my honour, I acted with the con- 
ſent of my friends in the part I 
undertook. I could not, at that 


early juncture, form an idea equal 


to the greatneſs of your character, 
I did not enjoy your confidence; 
and love for my brother's widow 
and orphan, pleaded more ſtrongly 
in the hearts of all of us than ſelf- 
comforts. Had Alice been in a 
ſtate of convaleſcence ; could ſhe 
have been ſenſible of her ſituation, 
gladly would I have left her, and 
gladly would my family have re- 
ceived her in their poverty: but 
her inſenfible ſtate, which was 
aided by your kind ſympathizing 
benevolence and love, put it paſt 
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„ an argument, that ſhe, for her own 
« fake and child's, ſhould accom- 
„ pany you; as the reverſe might 
* have been for her great injury, and 
fatal to their future proſpects.” 
« And in what miſerable circum- 
« ſtances haſt thou then left thy be- 
loved friends? haſtily exclaimed 
Julius, perhaps, ere now, periſhing 
« for want.” © Not ſo, my lord,” 
replied Ellen; “their habitation in- 
« deed is not comfortable : but I hope 
« they want not the neceſſaries, 
« though they may the luxuries of 
« life.“ Julius begged to know the 
particulars of their retreat, which El- 
len faithfully related from his firſt 
taking the caſtle to the prefent mo- 
ment, concealing nothing; at which 
Julius fat ſome moments loſt in won- 
der, and ſhocked extremely at the de- 
vaſtation occaſioned by war. Al- 
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« ways,” ſaid he, © was my nature 
« averſe to its cool cruelties : but ne- 
« yer till this moment did I feel the 
« ſeverities of its horrors in my breaſt. 
« Heroic maid!” he cried in ecſtacy, 
and embraced her, ** how happy muſt 
* that man be whom thou favoureſt as 
« lover. Would to Heaven that half 
1 my fortune, nay freely would I part 
*« from all, to make thee happy, de- 
. ſerving girl! Mayſt thou yet be 
* ſo! and might I be the inſtrument 
** to compleat that happineſs! We 
*« will haſten to Britain. But firſt 
„ give me the name of thy lover, 
* and every priſon ſhall be cloſely _ 
* ſearched ; ſo that if thy love be a 
«« priſoner, he may be ſet free, to 
« wear thy filken bonds.” Ellen he- 
ſitated. What doſt fear, dear El- 
« len, friend of my heart !'”” * Shall 
& I not fear for ſo dear a life?” ſaid 
K 6 Ellen 


204 ARVILLE CASTLE. 


Ellen with tears. Can I not be 
% among thoſe, that ſeek him, with- 
« out expoſing a name, which rends 
« my heart to utter?” No!“ faid 
Julius, rather haughtily. * I ſee you 
« doubt my honour ; by heavens, his 
% happineſs is as dear to me as 
% your's. You are my ſiſter; and I 
« will, if he be found, be to him a 
« brother.” Ellen, fighing, ſaid, 
% Raymond is worthy the friendſhip 
* of Julius; two ſuch noble ſouls 
* muſt love each other! Julius, 
looking wildly at her, ſaid, © Repeat 
« the name, Ellen. Did my ears de- 
« ceive me? © Raymond, of the 
« houſe of Cornwall,” replied ſhe, 
much agitated. © Gracious powers!” 
exclaimed he; “it is my friend, my 
« beloved Raymond ! Haſten us, auſ- 
« picious winds, to the Britiſh ſhore, 
ec that I may reward ſuch unexampled 
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« love and conſtancy. Who could 
*« have thought I had been foſtering 
« the wife of Raymond, while he has 
* been long lamenting as dead, El- 
« len, of Arville? Never can I ſuffer 
« reſt to be my portion, till I unite 
* my lovely friends. I did reſtore 

* him to liberty. He has been at 
Rome; and I procured him an ap- 
e pointment in Britain; but of which 
« believe he is not now in poſſeſ- 
« fton. Haſten to Alice, endeavour 
* to make her know you; and ac- 
% quaint her with our ſpeedy jour- 
* ney. Twodays hence we will leave 
* Rome, perhaps for ever. Be that 
« as it may, we muſt now quickly 
« depart. I amall on fire to behold 
« and embrace Raymond, and give 
* to him his better half.” “Alas !“ 


ſaid Ellen, „he knows not the affec- 


30 tion I bear him ; and I know not 


«© that 
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* that he has any for me: but his 
„ fight alone is what I ſought, hop- 
* ing in ſome character to do him 
* ſervice: and I will aſſure you, dear 
« 25 I hold him in my heart, neither 
« my family, nor himſelf knows of 
« my ſtrong attachment; his affec- 
* tions may be far otherwiſe engaged, 
* and to ſee him happy would con- 
« ſtitute mine.” Peace,“ ſaid Ju- 
lius, thou knoweſt not what thou 
« ſayeſt. I can tell you, that Ray- 
« mond's love is pure and ardent ; 
« that notwithſtanding he thought 
% you long ſince dead, he has, and 
« ever Will, till the auſpicious mo- 
« ment that he calls you his, go 
* mourning all his days. To me he 
* confeſt his4ove for you, and for you 
c“ he rejected the daughter of a Roman 
« ſenator.” 


ELLEN 
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ELLen ſhed tears of joy, but could 
not reply to Julius. She retired to 
her apartment ; and compoſed herſelf 
to attend Alice. She found Edwin 
and his mother performing with their 
voices and inſtruments the ſong of 
Edwin, and joined with fervor in it. 
Alice viewed her with aſtoniſhment, 
and enquired by what magic ſhe had 
attained the ſong of Edwin? “It is 
* long fince you taught your Ellen 
„ at Arville Caſtle that ſong,” re- 
plied Ellen: *“ but ſhe loved Alice 
% and Edwin too well to let change 
* of time or circumſtances occaſion 
her memory to fail of fo delight- 
* ful a theme. Ah! Ellen, I 
« remember well, I taught it to her, 
ſaid Alice.“ Dear Ellen, why did 
«« not thy cruel enemies ſpare thee 
« for my comfort? Ellen burſt into 
tears. Beloved Alice,“ ſaid ſhe, 
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I was ſpared for your ſake, and Ed- 
win's. I am Ellen! Behold, and 
know, and own me for your ſiſter. 
I nurſed your child. I taught him 
that ſong, which no one elſe could 
do. I followed you in diſguiſe, as 
a harper. I have long attended you 
in my own character; and I now 
intreat you to believe I am your 
own Ellen. Edwin can bear ſo 
much teſtimony to my veracity, as 
to acknowledge I have taught him 
to call you his mother, and the 
manners of Britain ; that he is heir 
of the houſe of Arville; and that 
we are now going to be put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of it. He knows that our 
noble friend is getting haſty pre- 
parations for our journey, and that 
we leave Rome in two days.“ Ed- 


win tenderly embrac ing his mother, 
ſaid, © Indeed, all this is true. El- 


« len 
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&« len is my own aunt ; and through 


te her we ſhall all be happy. My 


“ lord Julius wiſhes only for your 


| _ & health; and ſays, you ſhall be lady, 

„ and 1 the lord of Arville Caſtle.” 
Alice viewed Ellen ſullenly and fi- 
lently; but embraced her ſon, with 


affection. Ellen bid them adieu; and 


haſtened to prepare for their depar- 
ture. 


Al, for the firſt time, after El- 
len had left the room, ſhed abundance 


of tears; and the young Edwin con- 


tinued ſoothing her till ſhe at laſt ac- 
knowledged that ſhe believed it was 
Ellen. Edwin immediately ſought 
for Ellen, and preſented her to his 
mother, who warmly embraced her, 
and ſaid, My dear Ellen muſt ex- 
« cuſe my wandering ; I am not well 
here!“ pointing to her head; © but 


« I always 
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J always thought Ellen murdered, 
« which made me ſhun you as an im- 
© poſtor. To whom am I indebted 
* for your preſervation ? that while 
c my recollection ſerves me, I may 
% pay my grateful thanks. I do not 
* long expect this relief from my diſ- 
e order; I feel my head inclined to 
« wander.” Edwin flew for Julius, 
who, weak and feeble as he was, came 
animated to a degree, and threw him- 
ſelf at her feet, and bathed her hand 
with tears of joy. © This,” faid El- 
len and Edwin, © is the preſerver of 
« us, and the houſe of Arville—to his 
* generous protection we owe our 
% lives and honor—to his benevo- 
« lence and humanity every comfort 
* we enjoy, and to him alone we are 
* jndebted for our intended journey 
c to Britain, to be re-inſtated in our 
« houſe. Alice raiſed him from the 
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ground, and would have embraced his 
knees, but in his arms he received the 
intended bleſſing; and Alice, in en- 
deavouring to ſpeak her thanks, let 
the overflowings of her heart, in tears, 
fall plentifully on his boſom, and 
which ſpoke more forcibly to the 
heart of Julius than the moſt elabo- 
rate language. This firſt meeting 
was of ſhort duration, as it too much 
intereſted the feelings of all ; and the 
time quickly elapſed, when they ſet 
fail for Britain. 
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